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Week Ending Friday, March 13, 1992 


Exchange With Reporters in 
Pensacola, Florida 


March 7, 1992 


The President. That is amazing. He said, 
and this man’s entitled to his opinion, that 
we set the course record for going down 
there and back, 2 miles. 

Q. Do you believe it? [Laughter] 

Q. They tell that to all the Commanders 
in Chief. 

The President. Do you believe I’m going 
to win the primaries? 


Arms Shipments to Iraq 


Q. Are you worried about the Scuds, sir? 

The President. Scuds? Yes. But the man 
who ought to be worried about it is Saddam 
Hussein. 

Q. Have you ordered boarding of those 
ships, of the Marine ships, sir? 

Q. Are you contemplating some options? 

The President. We're always con- 
templating options, yes. 

Can you turn those cameras around be- 
cause I want to take my shirt off, privacy. 
How many are honoring this? 

Q. Everybody. 

The President. Promise? No reporting on 
the body? [Laughter] 

Q. Is it okay if we hoot a little bit? 

The President. Yes, you can go like that. 
But no, I’m serious. Otherwise, I’ll do it. 
Come on, Larry [Larry Downing, News- 
week], promise. Word of honor. 
Presidential Primaries 

Q. How are you going to do in the pri- 
maries, Mr. President? 

The President. We're going to win them 
all and then keep on going and winning every 
one of them. All across the bir cam- 
paign, I’m going to conduct myself with a 
certain amount of dignity and making very 
clear I’m not a candidate of hatred and trying 
to appeal broadly to this country. 


When I look at the Democrats’ side, I give 
them credit for working hard and doing their 
number out there, and I’m not about to inter- 
vene in the primaries. But I’ve got to tell 
you, I feel confident about winning in the 
fall. And I feel good about today and Tues- 
day. And so, it’s not been easy out here, as 
you know, but we’re going very well, indeed, 
making clear I understand the problems of 
this country. We’ve got good answers for it. 
And when we get into the fall campaign I’m 
ready to put my values, my programs on the 
line against some of these A things I hear 
out there. 

Today is a nonpolitical day in terms of the 
visit itself, but I'll be talking about the de- 
fense of this country and the need to keep 
strong and the need to guard against any con- 
tingency. Sorry, but when I listen to the de- 
bate on the hes side, I don’t hear that con- 
cern for the national security. I am the Presi- 
dent. And I have a constitutional responsibil- 
ity to keep this country strong. And I’m going 
to do it. So, it’s those issues, though, you see, 
are not in focus at all; they're not even being 
discussed. 

So, we'll wait until the fall. But you caught 
me on a good day. I really feel pretty good. 
Marlin feels good. Marlin feels very good 
today. 

Q. Why do you feel you can afford not 
to campaign tomorrow or Monday? 

The President. Well, I think we're in good 
shape. I think we’re in very good shape in 
the primary States. I don’t know how you 
all felt, but I’ve felt that the response we've 
been having is very enthusiastic. The crowds 
have been superb, and so I’m just coming 
at it from a position of real confidence. But 
not enough confidence that I didn’t get on 
the phone this morning and talk to the Gov- 
ernor of South Carolina, the Senator from 
South Carolina, both of whom reiterated 
their confidence. Talked to our campaign 
manager in Florida, my boy Jeb. Talked to 
our son George who was campaigning in Mis- 
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sissippi yesterday and been going, crisscross- 
ing Texas. And all of them are very upbeat. 
So, the voters will decide this on Tuesday 
and somewhat today. 

Q. Mr. President, do you think the voters 
are getting the message from you, though it’s 
thinly veiled, against Buchanan, that he is in- 
sensitive to—— 

The President. The message there I get 
is what George Bush stands for. And I’ve 
tried to stand for this every day of my Presi- 
dency. And I hope our Presidency has been 
one of decency, a sense of honor, a sense 
of fairplay, and I’m just going to continue 
to emphasize these themes. 

I mean, I think Americans like a political 
battle, but I think they expect their President 
to express some of * dig ewan values. 
And when I speak out against hatred, bigotry, 
anti-Semitism, racism, it’s not aimed at any- 
body; it’s aimed at values that this country 
really has, whatever side of the aisle you’re 
on. And so, it’s something that I just feel I 
must do. And it just didn’t start with this 
campaign, if you'll go back and look at my 
speeches over the last few years. 

So, it’s really appealing to the better nature 
of the American people, and the American 
people are well-intentioned on these matters 
of fairplay. And so, I'll keep speaking out on 
it. 

Q. How long do you think Buchanan will 
stick it out? 

The President. Have no idea. 


We'll see you guys. Thank you for the run. 


Note: The exchange began at 7 a.m. at Pensa- 
cola Naval Air Station. A tape was not avail- 
able for verification of the content of this ex- 
change. 


Statement on the Death of 
Menachem Begin of Israel and 
Exchange With Reporters 
March 9, 1992 


The President. We're going to have just 
a little statement here. Thanks for helping 
with the logistics here. But what I want to 
do now is to send our most sincere condo- 
lences to the people of Israel and to the fam- 
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ily of Menachem Begin, former Prime Min- 
ister. His historic role in the peace con- 
ference, peace process, will never be forgot- 
ten; particular emphasis, of course, will al- 
ways be on his historic and I would say very 
courageous and — role at Camp 
David. And now people are talking peace, 
but people will remember Menachem Begin 
as the man that made a significant, coura- 
geous breakthrough, just as a will remem- 
ber Sadat for the same thing. So, we send 
our most sincere condolences to the people 


there. 


Middle East Peace Process 


Q. How do you think the peace talks are 
going now? 

The President. Well, it’s hard to tell. 
They're talking, though. A year ago nobody 
would have thought that possible. And it’s 
very important that they keep talking. And 
that’s what our whole policy is about; that’s 
a lot of what post-Desert Storm was about. 
And I think there’s a real chance just as long 
as people keep talking at the peace table. 


Arms Shipments to Iraq 


Q. What’s the latest, sir, on this Korean 
ship that 

The President. I have no recent informa- 
tion. I talked to General Scowcroft this morn- 
ing, but nothing to say publicly on that. 


Loan Guarantees for Israel 


Q. Do you think Israel will drop its press 
for the loan guarantees? 

The President. | have no idea. 

Q. Do you wish they would agree to—— 

The President. We're perfectly prepared 
to, in accordance with U.S. policy, to go for- 
ward. 


Presidential Primaries 


Q. Why do you think Pat Buchanan would 
stay in 

The President. Look, I 

Q. ——even when it’s numerically impos- 
sible for him to take the nomination? 

The President. 1 haven't been trying to 
analyze that up until now, and I don’t think 
I'll start now, if you'll excuse me. We’re wag- 
ing a pretty good campaign. It’s high-level. 
It’s keeping my sights on the major issues. 
A lot of them, such as world peace, seem 





Administration of George Bush, 1992 / Mar. 9 


to be obscured by the hue and cry of the 
campaign trail. But that’s still a very impor- 
tant issue and 

Q. You're not going to attack anybody? 

The President. Not now, Helen [Helen 
Thomas, United Press International]. I might 
get on your case if you—[laughter]—no, I 
would never—well, it doesn’t matter. 


[Laughter] 
Health Care Reform 


Q. The Democrats are saying that your 
health plan is simply a theory that you’re not 
getting, any way that it’s paid for. How do 
you respond to those charges? 

The President. I'd say that that’s crazy. 
They haven’t looked at it. What most of them 
want to do is have a nationalized health care. 
And that would result in far less quality 
health care. We have a plan that makes insur- 
ance accessible to all; that’s the key to it. And 
there’s 30 pages of how it’s being paid for. 
I’m surprised to hear—not surprised really 
because I think most of them are committed 
to plans that have failed in other places. 

Q. Basically, how does it get paid for? 

The President. It gets paid for through 
a lot of things. I'll tell you one main way it 
gets paid for is by cutting down on these friv- 
olous malpractice suits. Somebody estimated 
that would be $40 billion. And we’re having 
great difficulty getting it through the trial 
iawyers’ lobby on Capitol Hill. The American 
people want action on this kind of proposal 
ee 

Q. This is going to take care of 90 million 
people without health care? 

The President. It will take care of $40 
billion. No, our plan takes care of the 90 mil- 
lion by giving—90 million? Come on, that’s 
too high a figure. 

Q. That’s what they’re saying. 

The President. No, no. That’s way high. 
It will take care of it through giving every- 
body access to health care. 


Presidential Primaries 

Q. Mr. President, the Democrats are now 
down to three. You’ve got two or three on 
your side. How do you feel about how it’s 
shaping up? 

The President. Let the process work. I 
thought Saturday was fantastic, and I think 
we'll have a good day tomorrow. Just keep 
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your sights set on the ball; don’t get irritated, 
be pleasant. I’ve been through the other side 
of that drill over a period of years, so I don’t 
intend to react. Act, not react. 

Q. So you’re changing your modus oper- 
andi? 

The President. Well, I have over the last 
3 or 4 years, yes. [Laughter] My modus ope- 
randi is to be pleasant with you people when 
you ask me irritating questions. And that isn’t 
always easy. But I think you'll have to give 
me good marks for having done that, and I 
don’t plan changing now. 

Q. Well, you say you're willing to do any- 
thing you have to do to win. 

The President. But I think being pleasant 
is the way to do it and keeping your sights 
set on the major issues facing this country, 
challenging the Congress to move. 

And incidentally, I get credit for a full 
press conference here because I was only 
going to make one statement. Making the 
231st since I’ve been President. Ready ac- 
cess. 

Q. But you haven’t had any lately. 

The President. No, I know it. Ask Marlin 
why. 
Q. Mr. President, Michael Dukakis didn’t 
respond, and look what happened to him. 

The President. Well, look at the results 
of the election so far. Anytime you beat 
somebody by 40 points, that used to be con- 
sidered a landslide. Now we've changed 
the—I don’t know what different ground 
rules are being used, but I think it’s fair in 
my own defense to say 40 points, 40-point 
victory over the nearest competitor is a pretty 
good size win. I will settle for that in the 
fall over the Democratic candidate. 

Q. Buchanan is hoping to upset you in 
Michigan, Mr. President, a week from now. 

Q. Is Pat Buchanan upsetting your agenda, 
Mr. President? 

The President. No way. What? 

Q. Michigan is where Buchanan wants to 
beat you. 

Q. Is Pat Buchanan upsetting your agen- 
da? 

The President. We've spelled out our 
agenda over the last 3 years. What we want 
to do is get this country’s See moving 
and preserve and strengthen world peace. 
And I think we'll do it, plus better education, 
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fighting against crime by trying to get some 
reasonable crime bill passed, winning the 
fight against drugs where we’ve made a good 
start. There are so many issues, but they’re 
all obscured by the noise of the campaign. 
But that will be in focus in the fall; you watch. 


Note: The President spoke at 7:58 a.m. on 
the South Lawn at the White House. A tape 
was not available for verification of the con- 
tent of this exchange. 


Remarks to the National League of 
Cities 
March 9, 1992 


Thank you very much. Glenda, thank you 
so much for that kind introduction. And to 
all of you—and may I salute the Members 
of Congress that have been with us here. Let 
me say good morning to them, and please 
do us right up on Capitol Hill. My greetings 
to all the special guests here at the head 
table; to Don Borut and Wallace Stickney, 
who is with us. 

Let me just say that I’m very pleased to 
join you today. I enjoyed, Glenda referred 
to it, I enjoyed speaking to you over the tele- 
vision hookup in December. It’s much better 
face to face. And I hear that you have had 
a very energetic, very well attended series 
of meetings. And I salute your leadership, 
present leadership; and then, of course, an 
old former colleague of mine, or put it this 
way, a still young but former colleague of 
mine in the House of Representatives who 
will be your leader—what, starting next No- 
vember, is it—Don Fraser. 

In January, as Glenda said, I had a follow- 
up meeting with 10 of your members. And 
like your organization as a whole, they rep- 
resented a broad cross section of urban 
America’s leadership, Republicans and 
Democrats, liberals, conservatives, officials 
from large and small and midsized cities. 

And of course, we’re all concerned, all of 
us here, about the big issues: jobs and family 
and world peace. And even so, I was struck 
at this meeting by the unanimity of the mes- 
sage that your members wanted to deliver. 
It can’t be repeated often enough in Wash- 
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ington or any State capitol or any city hall. 
Your message was simply this: The enormous 
problems og cities today, from infant 
mortality to hig dropout rates to runaway 
crime, are partly, at least, symptoms of one 
larger problem, the deterioration of the 
American family. 

Now, I understand the breadth of the is- 
sues that you deal with daily, poverty to pot- 
holes to property taxes. And in addressing 
myself to this one subject, I don’t want you 
to think that we are less concerned about 
these enormous problems you face every day. 
But this morning, I would like to discuss that 
same serious issue that you all raised with 
me, the family. The restoration of the Amer- 
ican family is at the heart of much of what 
we have done these last 3 years. Leaving 
aside for a moment the enormous costs, the 
wasted human resources or the billions spent 
to repair the damage of broken homes, family 
breakdown ultimately endangers our position 
in a world increasingly driven by economic 
competition. 

Certainly, the integrity of the family is crit- 
ical on its own merit. As Barbara Bush, my 
favorite philosopher, says, “What goes on at 
the White House is not nearly as important 
as what goes on in your house.” And there’s 
a lot of truth in that. But particularly at a 
time when our efforts must focus on eco- 
nomic growth, the family’s disintegration en- 
dangers, for all of us, our ability to create 
and to preserve jobs, and to create an econ- 
omy open to participation by all our citizens. 

So we must start with a clear-eyed look 
at what is really happening to the family in 
American communities today, not just in 
poor urban neighborhoods but all across 
America. And then we've got to look inside 
ourselves, to establish the principles that will 
shape our approach. And then we must act. 

The urgency is clear. We all know the sta- 
tistics, perhaps you know them better than 
most Americans, the dreary drumbeat that 
tells of family breakdown. Today, one out of 
every four American children is born out of 
wedlock; in some areas the illegitimacy rate 
tops 80 percent. A quarter of our children 
grow up in households headed by a single 
“aay More than 2 million are called latch- 

ey kids, who come home from school each 
afternoon to an empty house. And a large 
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number of our children grow up without the 
love of parents at all, with nobody knowing 
their name. 

We know from experience the con- 
sequences of family decline. Neglected chil- 
dren are more susceptible to the lure of 
crime and drugs; they’re more likely to have 
poor health, drop out of school early, more 
likely to lead a life without hope. Each of 
you is in a position to know the human costs 
that these statistics can only dimly sketch. 
You know, as I do, that for every blip on 
a chart or dot on a graph, there is a human 
story to tell, and too often the story is a trag- 
edy. 

About 10 days ago, I was in Bexar County, 
Texas, in San Antonio, meeting with Latin 
American leaders to intensify our war on 
drugs. And while there, I saw a front-page 
story in the San Antonio Light. A cabdriver 
had been murdered last September, another 
act of random, selfless violence, and his mur- 
derer had just been found guilty. But what 
was truly horrifying, what would horrify any 
American, was this: The murderer was a 12- 
year-old boy. And as the deputies took the 
boy from the courtroom, according to the 
newspaper story, they had trouble fitting him 
with shackles and handcuffs, so slender were 
his wrists. This youngster was four feet tall, 
not yet a teenager but now a convicted mur- 
derer. 

The drumbeat continues: two teenagers 
shot dead in a New York public school, an 
LSD ring busted up in an affluent northern 
Virginia suburb, or the harrowing stories of 
runaway kids and the horrors that befall 
them. 

I know that almost all of you could tell 
stories equally distressing, stories from your 
neighborhoods in your cities where the un- 
thinkable has become the commonplace. I 
am sure that many of you here took office 
with high confidence in the power to solve 
these problems, only to discover, sooner rath- 
er than later, I suspect, that they were far 
more stubborn than we could imagine. Let’s 
not forget that the trials our citizens face 
each and every day were generations in the 
making. We can’t expect change overnight. 
But make no mistake: Change will come be- 
cause change simply must come. 
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Let’s face it. We can only change things 
if we work in common purpose. We must 
call a cease-fire in the war x pe that too 
often consumes us. Casting blame brings no 
solutions, nor will questioning each other’s 
motives. We have got to focus every ounce 
of our energy to turn back this assault upon 
the American family and act as one nation 
to defend and strengthen it. As public serv- 
ants, we must never forget that ie best De- 
partment of HHS, of Health and Human 
Services, is, indeed, the family. In restoring 
the family, we restore to coming generations 
the values, the sense of right and wrong, the 
will and confidence to succeed that only a 
family can provide a child. And in doing this, 
we will reinvigorate our cities and our com- 
munities as well. 

We needn't look far for principles to guide 
us. They are old home truths: Rely on what 
works; discard what doesn’t. Never be afraid 
to innovate. Remember that Government 
closest to the people responds best to the 
needs of the people. And let’s not forget this 
as a guiding principle: If people are to be 
responsible, they must be given responsibil- 
1ty. 
The Government's first duty is like that 
of the physician: Do no harm. But the fact 
is, with the best of intentions, many past Gov- 
ernment policies have worked against the in- 
stitution of the family, undermined young 
people’s desire to marry and stay married, 
to provide for their children, to plan for their 
future. As a practical matter, doing no harm 
means in part that we ensure parents retain 
the authority to make the big decisions for 
their families. This doesn’t absolve parents 
of responsibility; it’s just the opposite. 

For example, even if we're able to reform 
our education system—and I am determined 
that the Federal Government assist all of you 
in every way in revolutionizing the education 
system-—but even if we are, parents must still 
read to their children. The point is that Gov- 
ernment harms the family when it restricts 
its autonomy or usurps the authority of re- 
sponsible parents. 

Let me give you another example. Those 
of us in Government can never plausibly 
claim to fight for families if we insist that 
Government, not parents, must choose who 
cares for their children. So 2 years ago our 
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administration waged a fight in Congress 
over this very issue, and we won. We kept 
choice of child care out of the hands of Gov- 
ernment and put it where it belongs, in the 
hands of parents. 

And now we're engaged in a similar fight 
over whether parents should have the right 
to choose their children’s schools. We know 
the benefits of competition; it is the linchpin 
of American prosperity. And competition 
among schools will be the linchpin of edu- 
cation excellence, too. From Minnesota to 
Milwaukee to east Harlem, school choice 
works. 

But you see, it’s important for other rea- 
sons: It restores authority and responsibility 
to parents. And just as it makes our schools 
accountable, it also makes parents account- 
able for the decisions they make. Not only 
in child care and school choice but in other 
areas as well, a key to healing the American 
family will be restoring parental authority 
and accountability. 

Another example, the initiative that we call 
HOPE, H-O-P-E. It took more than a year 
to get that program through Congress and 
another year to get even partial funding for 
it. But HOPE will be crucial to our success 
by offering low-income families a greater op- 
portunity to own their own homes. HOPE 
is based on a simple principle: To survive, 
people need the intangible values of dignity 
and self-respect. Government can’t provide 
those, but homeownership can, an education 
can, a job can, and being part of a family 
can. 

The Federal Government has a positive 
role in preserving the family, and we wel- 
come that role. It’s guided the decisions that 
we make every single day. Since 1989, for 
example, we have more than doubled the 
funding for the program that I bet everybody 
in this room supports, Head Start, a program 
that brings children and parents into the 
classroom, strengthens family ties and rein- 
forces parental responsibility. For the first 
time in the program’s history, we can support 
now Head Start for all eligible 4-year-old 
children whose parents choose to have them 
participate. 

There are many other examples. We've in- 
creased the earned income tax credit for low- 
income families. And since ’89, we've in- 
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creased the funding for WIC, the supple- 
mentary food program for women, infants, 
and children, by 47 percent to $2.8 billion 
next year. We've increased other nutritional 
programs by similar percentages. And this 
year Federal — or childhood immuni- 
zation grants will top $340 million, an in- 
crease of 18 percent over last year’s level. 
So all told, funding for children’s programs, 
from nutrition and education to foster care 
and child immunization, has increased 66 
percent since we took office. 

But look, we will never measure, and I 
think you all would be the first to agree with 
this, we would never measure our compas- 
sion simply in dollars spent. We will measure 
it by results. The test will be the health and 
happiness of our children and, most impor- 
tant of all, the sense of well-being and self- 
reliance instilled by our families. Our admin- 
istration has targeted funding to programs 
that efficiently fulfill Government's role in 
supporting families and keeping them to- 
gether, programs that work for the family. 

Yet, at the same time, we must face an- 
other fact. Government can sometimes be a 
burden as well as a boon. Over the past 40 
years, the child tax exemption has lagged far 
behind the soaring costs of childrearing. And 
I have asked Congress to increase the exemp- 
tion by $500 per child. For a family with four 
children that’s an increase of $2000. And it’s 
a crucial first step toward redressing the im- 
balance, and it’s what we can afford to do 
right now. 

And now I come to perhaps the most cru- 
cial matter of all. One that concerns you all. 
We must reform our Nation’s welfare system. 
Americans are the most generous people on 
Earth, but they want to see, and they are 
entitled to see some relationship between 
welfare and work. Welfare must never be 
what Franklin Delano Roosevelt warned it 
might become, “a subtle destroyer of the 
spirit.” It is not meant to be a way of life 
or a family legacy passed from one genera- 
tion to the next. Welfare can eat away at the 
ties that bind a family together. 

And State and local governments are un- 
dertaking the brave work of reform: 
Learnfare in Wisconsin; REACH, Realizing 
Economic Achievement in New Jersey; 
Washington State’s FIP, Family Independ- 
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ence Program. These are all demonstration 
projects that we support. And my administra- 
tion is committed to reform, and we are act- 
ing now on waivers, to loosen up on waivers, 
to waive unnecessary redtape that impedes 
reform. 

There’s no hidden agenda here. This ad- 
ministration, the mayors, the State leaders 
who press for drastic reform of welfare aren’t 
modern-day Scrooges chiseling one more 
dime out of some poor family. Democrat or 
Republican, California, New Jersey, Federal 
or State: In our heart of hearts, we really 
believe reforming the welfare system is the 
best way to serve people. Break this sorry 
cycle of despair. Give people real hope. And 
we're going to keep on trying to do just that 
because every single American deserves to 
believe in the American dream. 

Today with family as the center I’ve high- 
lighted the role of government, both positive 
and negative, because we’re men and women 
of government. But let’s never forget the 
work of private Americans dedicating them- 
selves to the voluntary service of others, who 
create an environment where families can 
flourish. Each is a Point of Light, offering 
service with no thought of reward, though 
the reward will be reaped by every single 
American. 

And let me be very clear. When I talk 
about Points of Light, they are not a sub- 
stitute for the good that government can do, 
but it’s more this: We will simply not solve 
our most pressing problems without the 
dedication of those Points of Light, of those 
volunteers. And I urge all of you, when you 
return to your cities, to do all in your power 
to encourage these caring men and women, 
to make yours a community of light. 

In my State of the Union Address, I an- 
nounced that we would soon institute a Com- 
mission on America’s Urban Families. Your 
executive board or directors or whatever 
group it was—I’ve never been sure with 
whom I was dealing, but they were all big 
shots, believe me—(laughter]|—came to- 
gether. And their work will be one result of 
my meetings in January with some of your 
leaders. 

And I have asked Governor Ashcroft of 
Missouri, a very caring man, Annette Strauss, 
the former mayor of Dallas, a very able 


437 


woman who also cares deeply, to lead the 
Commission and fulfill its mandate: To iden- 
tify those government programs, at all levels, 
that weaken or stren of urban families; to 
analyze ways to fs private efforts to 
strengthen urban families; and to rec- 
ommend new policies to help families in our 
cities. 

I am convinced that we can correct our 
mistakes, that we can learn from our failures 
and build on our successes. I do not exagger- 
ate when I say that the future of America 
depends on our efforts. The family is the irre- 
ducible unit of comfort and love. And from 
families radiate neighborhoods, from neigh- 
borhoods come towns and cities, and their 
health determines the health of our country, 
for better or for worse. And like you, I am 
committed to making our health whole and 
to ensuring that our cities, as Theodore 
Parker said, “remain the fireplaces of Amer- 
ica, radiating warmth and light against the 
darkness.” 

Thank you all very much for giving me this 
opportunity to visit with you today. And may 
God bless our great country. Thank you so 
much. 


Note: The President spoke at 11:36 a.m. at 
the Washington Hilton Hotel. In his remarks, 
he referred to Glenda E. Hood, president, 
and Donald J. Borut, executive ent of 
the National League of Cities; and Wallace 
E. Stickney, Director of the Federal Emer- 
gency Management Agency. 


Letter to Congressional Leaders on 
Nuclear Cooperation With 
EURATOM 


March 9, 1992 


Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 
The United States has been engaged in nu- 
clear cooperation with the European Com- 
munity for many years. This cooperation was 
initiated under agreements that were con- 
cluded over 3 decades ago between the Unit- 
ed States and the European Atomic Energy 
Community (EURATOM) and that extend 
until December 31, 1995. Since the incep- 
tion of this cooperation, the Community has 
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adhered to all its obligations under those 
agreements. 

The Nuclear Non-Proliferation Act of 
1978 amended the Atomic Energy Act of 
1954 to establish new nuclear export criteria, 
including a requirement that the United 
States has the right to consent to the reproc- 
essing of fuel exported from the United 
States. Our present agreements for coopera- 
tion with EURATOM do not contain such 
a right. To avoid disrupting cooperation with 
EURATOM, a proviso was included in the 
law to enable continued cooperation until 
March 10, 1980, if EURATOM agreed to ne- 
gotiations concerning our cooperation agree- 
ments. EURATOM agreed in 1978 to such 
negotiations. 

The law also provides that nuclear co- 
operation with EURATOM can be extended 
on an annual basis after March 10, 1980, 
upon determination by the President that 
failure to cooperate would be seriously preju- 
dicial to the achievement of U.S. non-pro- 
liferation objectives or otherwise jeopardize 
the common defense and security and after 
notification to the Congress. President 
Carter made such a determination 12 years 
ago and signed Executive Order No. 12193, 
permitting nuclear cooperation with 
EURATOM to continue until March 10, 
1981. President Reagan made such deter- 
minations in 1981, 1982, 1983, 1984, 1985, 
1986, 1987, and 1988, and signed Executive 
Orders Nos. 12295, 12351, 12409, 12463, 
12506, 12554, 12587, and 12629, permitting 
nuclear cooperation to continue through 
March 10, 1989. I made such determinations 
in 1989, 1990, and 1991, and signed Execu- 
tive Orders Nos. 12670, 12706, and 12753, 
permitting nuclear cooperation to continue 
through March 10, 1992. 

In addition to numerous informal contacts, 
the United States has engaged in frequent 
talks with EURATOM regarding the renego- 
tiation of the U.S..EURATOM agreements 
for cooperation. Talks were conducted in No- 
vember 1978, September 1979, April 1980, 
January 1982, November 1983, March 1984, 
May, September, and November 1985, April 
and July 1986, September 1987, September 
and November 1988, July and December 
1989, February, April, October, and Decem- 
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ber 1990, and September 1991. Further talks 
are anticipated this year. 

I believe it is essential that cooperation be- 
tween the United States and the Community 
continue and, likewise, that we work closely 
with our allies to counter the threat of pro- 
liferation of nuclear explosives. Not only 
would a disruption of nuclear cooperation 
with EURATOM eliminate any chance of 
progress in our talks with that organization 
related to our agreements, it would also 
cause serious problems in our overall rela- 
tionships. Accordingly, I have determined 
that failure to continue peaceful nuclear co- 
operation with EURATOM would be seri- 
ously prejudicial to the achievement of U.S. 
non-proliferation objectives and would jeop- 
ardize the common defense and security of 
the United States. I therefore intend to sign 
an Executive order to extend the waiver of 
the application of the relevant export cri- 
terion of the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Act 
for an additional 12 months from March 10, 
1992. 

Sincerely, 


George Bush 


Note: Identical letters were sent to Thomas 
S. Foley, Speaker of the House of Rep- 
resentatives, and Dan Quayle, President of 
the Senate. 


Executive Order 12791—Nuclear 
Cooperation With EURATOM 


March 9, 1992 


By the authority vested in me as President 
by the Constitution and the laws of the Unit- 
ed States of America, including section 
126(a)(2) of the Atomic Energy Act of 1954, 
as amended (42 U.S.C. 2155(a)(2)), and hav- 
ing determined that, upon the expiration of 
the period specified in the first proviso to 
section 126(a)(2) of such Act and extended 
for 12-month periods by Executive Orders 
Nos. 12193, 12295, 12351, 12409, 12463, 
12506, 12554, 12587, 12629, 12670, 12706, 
and 12753, failure to continue peaceful nu- 
clear cooperation with the European Atomic 
Energy Community would be seriously prej- 
udicial to the achievement of United States 
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non-proliferation objectives and would other- 
wise jeopardize the common defense and se- 
curity of the United States, and having noti- 
fied the Congress of this determination, I 
hereby extend the duration of that period to 
March 10, 1993. Executive Order No. 12753 
shall be superseded on the effective date of 
this Executive order. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
March 9, 1992. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
5 p.m., March 9, 1992] 


Note: This Executive order was published in 
the Federal Register on March 11. 


Remarks at a Meeting With 
Republican Congressional Leaders 
oa Exchange With Reporters 
March 10, 1992 


The President. May I thank everybody for 
coming down here. And I want to thank the 
Republican Members of both the Senate and 
House. 

There are two very important legislative 
matters on the schedule for this week that 
I want to discuss with you all and get your 
advice. First, I appreciate your leadership on 
both of them, but it looks to us like the Sen- 
ate is once again poised to follow the lead 
of their House colleagues and raise taxes 
again. And the centerpiece of both these bills 
is a huge tax increase that will kill job cre- 
ation, particularly by small businesses. And 
so, there has got to be no mistake about this: 
Raising taxes on the American people, given 
the situation, is simply not acceptable. And 
I’m going to veto that tax increase bill as soon 
as it’s sent to me. 

It’s hard to believe that they're trying to 
not only raise the taxes but eliminate one of 
the best, perhaps the only real fiscal dis- 
cipline tool that we have, and I’m talking 
about the caps that came out of the ’90 agree- 
ment. And they’re talking now about getting 
rid of that, and that latest end-run on control- 
ling Government spending is also destined 
to be sent right back once it hits this desk 
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in there. I mean, I cannot accept busting the 
caps on discretionary domestic spending. 
And I am very grateful for your support, and 
I look forward to talking about these matters 
and many others in just a few minutes. 


Presidential Primaries and Aid to Former 
Soviet Union 


Q. How do you think you’re going to do 
on Super Tuesday? And is President Nixon 
correct in saying that you are only giving a 
penny-ante support to Russia? 

The President. Well, on the Super Tues- 
day, let’s just wait. We don’t have long to 
wait for the answer on that one, so I’m going 
to try to stay out of the prediction business. 
And I've done it relatively successfully so far, 
staying out of the prediction business. I was 
just thanking Senator Thurmond for his won- 
derful support and leadership that made 
South Carolina so successful. Phil Gramm 
here, who’s been campaigning like mad, tells 
me he thinks we'll do well in Texas. I was 
happy, very happy, with the Georgia results, 
and I thank Newt here. I'll leave out people 
because a lot have been working hard, but 
I think we'll do all right. I think we'll do well. 

And secondly, I will be talking to the lead- 
ership about how we can be as supportive 
as possible of Boris Yeltsin. I don’t think 
President Nixon and I have any difference 
on this. I talked to him yesterday. There are 
certain fiscal, financial constraints on what 
we can do, but we have a huge stake in the 
success of democracy in Russia and in the 
other C.1.S. countries. And so, we will be 
working in every way possible to support the 
forces of democracy. Certainly, we've done 
a lot in terms of supporting the people that 
are afflicted by starvation, real hunger, and 
similarly, on medicine. 

So there’s a lot of taxpayer money going 
into this already; most, a lot of it, in terms 
of guarantees for agricultural products, which 
are emergency requirements. And we will do 
what's right, and I’m looking forward to going 
over this with Mr. Yeltsin when he’s Saas 

Q. Well, do you think his criticism is valid? 
His seemed to be very personal. 

The President. Well, I didn’t read it as 
criticism, Helen [Helen Thomas, United 
Press International], because I talked with 
the man. And I learned to go to the source; 





440 


I did it before I even saw the story in the 
paper. But I also had seen his paper itself, 
and I didn’t take it as personally critical. And 
I think he would reiterate that it wasn’t. So, 
I think it’s just useless to react to all these 
press stories that try to interpret these re- 
marks of a very constructive paper by Rich- 
ard Nixon. You know, he’s got very good 
ideas on this subject, and we're in very close 
touch on it. 


Note: The President spoke at 9:35 a.m. in 
the Cabinet Room at the White House. In 
his remarks he referred to Representative 
Newt Gingrich. A tape was not available for 
verification of the content of these remarks. 


Message to the Congress Reporting 
Budget Rescissions 


March 10, 1992 


To the Congress of the United States: 

In accordance with the Congressional 
Budget and Impoundment Control Act of 
1974, I herewith report 30 rescission propos- 
als, totaling $2.1 billion in budgetary re- 
sources. 

The proposed rescissions affect the De- 
partments of Commerce, Defense, Health 
and Human Services, Housing and Urban 
Development, the Interior, and Transpor- 
tation. The details of these rescission propos- 
als are contained in the attached report. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
March 10, 1992. 


Proclamation 6410—Girl Scouts of 
the United States of America 80th 
Anniversary Day 


March 10, 1992 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 


Since Juliette Gordon Low founded the 
first troop on March 12, 1912, millions of 
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Girl Scouts have embarked on great adven- 
tures in learning—adventures that have com- 
bined the joys of self-discovery with the re- 
wards of friendship and voluntary service to 
others. By fostering the social, spiritual, and 
intellectual development of its members, the 
Girl Scouts of the U.S.A. has not only helped 
them to prepare for the challenges and op- 
portunities of adulthood but also enriched 
our communities and country. 

From the Daisy and Brownie levels to the 
ranks of Junior, Cadette, and Senior, partici- 
pation in the Girl Scouts is about becoming 
a good neighbor and citizen while at the same 
time striving to reach one’s fullest potential. 
The fundamentals of scouting—and life—are 
summarized in the Girl Scout Promise, which 
states: 

On my honor, I will try 

To serve God and my country 

To help people at all times 

And to live by the Scout Law. 


The Scout Law, in turn, upholds virtues such 
as honesty, fairness, self-respect, and respect 
and consideration for others. The first five 
words of the Law, “I will do my best,” em- 
phasize that virtually every aim of scouting 
is rooted in a commitment to excellence. 

Learning is a key to excellence, of course, 
and one way that Girl Scouts gain valuable 
knowledge and experience is through vol- 
untary service to others. Every Girl Scout has 

ledged “to help where I am needed... 
me to protect and improve the world 
around me.” Hence, Girl Scouts serve as 
shining Points of Light in their communities; 
each year, they devote thousands of hours 
to activities such as visiting residents of nurs- 
ing homes, collecting food and clothing for 
the poor, or planting and caring: for trees. 
Moreover, the Girl Scout organization, which 
includes more than 200,000 troops across the 
United States, is staffed almost entirely by 
adult volunteers. 

By affirming the importance of serving 
others and by upholding the traditional moral 
and spiritual values on which this great Re- 
ror rests, the Girl Scouts of the U.S.A. 

as become known as an “all-American” or- 


ganization. Yet through its membership in 
the World Association of Girl Guides and 
Girl Scouts, the Girl Scouts of the U.S.A. is 
part of a global family of young women and 
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adults who profess the timeless ideals con- 
tained in the Scout Promise and Scout Law. 
When she brought scouting to the girls of 
America 80 years ago, Juliette Gordon Low 
could not have envisioned the immense pop- 
ularity and stature that it enjoys today. In 
a 1924 letter to members of the Girl Scouts, 
she wrote: 
I hope that during the coming year we shall 
all remember the rules of this Girl Scouting 
game of ours. They are: To play fair. To play 
in your place. To play for your side and not 
for yourself. And as for the score, the best thing 
in a game is the fun and not the result... . 


For millions of American women, participa- 
tion in the Girl Scouts has proved to be excel- 
lent preparation for life, and Ms. Low’s 
words are well worth remembering today. 

The Congress, by House Joint Resolution 
343, has designated March 12, 1992, as “Girl 
Scouts of the United States of America 80th 
Anniversary Day.” 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby recognize March 12, 1992, as the 80th 
anniversary of the Girl Scouts of the United 
States of America. I invite all Americans to 
observe this occasion with appropriate pro- 
grams, ceremonies, and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this tenth day of March, in the year 
of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety- 
two, and of the Independence of the United 
States of America the two hundred and six- 
teenth. 


George Bush 
[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
2:07 p.m., March 11, 1992] 


Note: This proclamation was published in 
the Federal Register on March 13. 


Nomination of Gregori Lebedev 
To Be Inspector General of the 
Department of Defense 


March 10, 1992 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Gregori Lebedev, of Vir- 
ginia, to be Inspector General at the U.S. 
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Department of Defense. He would succeed 
Susan J. Crawford. 

Currently Mr. Lebedev serves as president 
of the consulting firm of New American Ven- 
tures Group, Ltd., in Washington, DC. Prior 
to this, he served as a senior partner and 
member of the U.S. executive committee of 
the Hay Group in Washington, DC, 1978- 
1991; Assistant Inspector General for For- 
eign Assistance at the Department of State, 
1976-1977; and Deputy Assistant Secretary 
of State for Security and Consular Affairs, 
1975-1976. In addition, he served as Deputy 
Special Assistant to the President at the 
White House, 1973-1975. 

Mr. Lebedev graduated from the Univer- 
sity of South Dakota (B.A., 1966; J.D., 1969). 
He was born April 1, 1943, in New Bruns- 
wick, NJ. Mr. Lebedev is married and resides 
in Washington, DC. 


Remarks at the United Negro 
College Fund Dinner 


March 10, 1992 


Well, welcome. Barbara and I are just 
thrilled to welcome all of you to the White 
House. And this will be short because I re- 
member Billy Graham’s famous story he tells 
at the crusade about the speaker that went 
on and on. The guy sitting next to him picked 
up the gavel, threw it at the speaker, missed, 
hit the woman next to him. And the woman 
said, “Hit me again; I can still hear him.” 
[Laughter] We’re not here for all of this. 
Also, you'll forgive me if I’m a little nervous; 
it’s a big election night out there. So, if you 
see these little slips of paper coming in, for- 
give me. 

Now, first let me thank Bill Gray and An- 
drea. And I've tried it both ways, of being 
on the opposite side from this guy when he 
was in the Congress and being on the same 
side with him now that he’s running the Unit- 
ed Negro College Fund. And I like it better 
this way. He was tough, strong, and able. 

To those of you who have benefited the 
United Negro College Fund and you don’t 
know Bill Gray, you’ve got a wonderful lead- 
er. You've got a man of principle, a man of 
faith. And we are very fortunate to have him. 
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I say “we” because I consider myself a part 
of this family, and so does Barbara. 

I will say a word about Walter Annenber, 
in a minute because he has a very “al 
role in all of this. I want to salute members 
of the Cabinet that are here: Dick Cheney, 
Lou Sullivan, Jack Kemp, and our newest 
member, the Secretary of Transportation, 
Andy Card. And I also want to thank Joe Wil- 
liams, the outgoing chairman, for what he’s 
done for this organization. And unless it 
smacks of a little too much family, I’d like 
to single out the incoming chairman, my 
brother John. I think having the United 
Negro — Fund to a dinner in the White 
House is perhaps long overdue. And my arm 
is just twisted out of the sockets, but now 
it’s back and all is well. 

Let me just mention some good news for 
the UNCF. Together, a goal was set for Cam- 
paign 2000 of $250 million. And to get this 
campaign off to a fast start, and now I get 
to Walter Annenberg, who does so much for 
so many, the Annenberg foundation made a 
$50 million challenge grant. And since the 
kickoff, donations large and small have 
poured in. And I’m delighted to note this 
evening that we’re about halfway there, $125 
million raised so far. 

And I look around this room, and I see 
so many from corporate America, Points of 
Light all, who were asked day in and day 
out to support worthy causes, who respond 
overwhelmingly but have come through for 
the United Negro College Fund in a pro- 
found and wonderful way. And many of 
America’s most successful corporations and 
business leaders are in this room with us to- 
night. 

I’ve known many of you for more years 
than many of us care to count. And let me 
say to all of you what I’ve said to many in 
— conversations: Barbara and I really 

elieve in the United Negro College Fund, 
and we want to help in any way we can. And 
that goes for two that aren’t with us tonight: 
the Secretary of Education, Lamar Alexan- 
der, and his able assistant, so well-known to 
many here, David Kearns, who is the Deputy 
at the Department of Education. They be- 
lieve in this. They want to support it. And 
so, we've got a good team who believe in 
the work here. 
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The guiding mission of the fund has not 
deme: since the days when Barbara and 
I first came to the cause in 47, under the 
leadership then of a guy named Bill Trent 
that some of you may know, now living in 
retirement in Greenville, North Carolina, I 
believe. But when so many despair about a 
bleak future, this organization gives tomor- 
row’s great minds room to grow. And when 
so many repeat the all-too-familiar litany of 
crime and drugs and violence that does con- 
cern us all, the UNCF answers with edu- 
cation and opportunity and freedom for all. 

So let me say tonight, may the noble aims 
of this organization guide this Nation always. 
And once again, may I thank all of you for 
your support and for joining us here this spe- 
cial evening. And now may I ask Bill Gray, 
the only other and the final speaker, to come 
up and just say a word in his ss 

Thank you all very, very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 7:30 p.m. on 
the State Floor at the White House. In his 
remarks, he referred to William H. Gray III, 
president and chief executive officer of the 
United Negro College Fund; publisher Wal- 
ter H. Annenberg, president of the M.L. 
Annenberg Foundation; and William J. 
Trent, Jr., the first executive director of the 
fund. A tape was not available for verification 
of the content of these remarks. 


Statement on Winning Presidential 
Primaries 
March 10, 1992 


To the voters who gave us their over- 
whelming support today, Barbara and I say 
thank you. We are especially grateful to those 
who have given so much of their time and 
energy to our cause. Because of your efforts, 
we are winners again tonight. 

As a party and a Nation, let us turn our 
attention to our future. We must focus on 
the complex task of job creation in this coun- 
try. Congress must act on my economic stim- 
ulus plan. We need action on housing, crime, 
health care, education, and a host of other 
issues. The voters of eight States have de- 
clared their support for my proposals on be- 
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half of jobs, family, and peace. I pledge to 
them my best efforts to focus the Presidency 
on these challenges and to provide a more 
secure future for all Americans. 


Remarks at the Swearing-In 
Ceremony for Andrew H. Card, Jr., 
as Secretary of Transportation 


March 11, 1992 


Thank you, Admiral, and all of you. And 
I feel just as excited as you do about this 
occasion. May I thank Reverend Keller for 
those stirring words, as well as the Coast 
Guard band and the Hine Junior High cho- 
rus. And I’m pleased that so many members 
of the Cabinet and the Congress and the 
White House staff could be with us this 
morning. We have a nice contingent from 
Massachusetts led by our Lieutenant Gov- 
ernor, whom I don’t see this minute but who 
is with us, over here, Paul Cellucci, and our 
State treasurer up there, Joe Malone; long- 
time friends of Andy Card’s. 

A special welcome to the former Sec- 
retaries who are with—I’ve seen Sam Skin- 
ner and Alan Boyd, perhaps others. But it’s 
just a great pleasure to have you all here. 
I know that Sam, now Chief of Staff, who 
served this Department—oh, I see Bill Cole- 
man sitting over here. Who am I missing? 
Let’s get the former Secretaries out there. 
Well, I think we got it, Alan and Bill and 
Sam Skinner. 

And as I say, I know that Sam shares my 
great pride for Andy Card and this wonderful 
family of his on this very special day. And 
since this is a real family affair, I think I could 
speak for all of us when I singled out Tabetha 
for singing the national anthem so beau- 
tifully. That was first-class work. 

And to those of you who know our new 
Secretary, you know he doesn’t seek the spot- 
light. And I promised I'd keep the pomp and 
circumstance to a minimum, but Andy, I 
should warn you, it will be necessary to spend 
the next few minutes saying some nice things 
about you. Andy is one of this town’s best 
kept secrets, one of the best liked, most well- 
respected members of the team. You know 
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the saying, “Nice guys finish last”? Well, Leo 
Durocher never met Andy Card. [Laughter] 

And this newest member of my Cabinet 
can claim a distinguished career in public 
service at both the national and State level. 
He served three tours in the White House, 
five terms in the Mass House of Rep- 
resentatives, with 6 years as a member of the 
house leadership there. 

Transportation was one of the issues Andy 
gave great attention to during his time in the 
State legislature. Before he came to public 
service, he was trained and worked as a de- 
sign engineer. He was talking about 
multimodalism, or intermodalism, long be- 
fore it was fashionable. In fact, my first meet- 
ings with him were usually intermodal cam- 
paign experiences. [Laughter] 

And he would pick me up at Logan Air- 
port—I’m not going to criticize his car, it was 
a Chevy Chevette—[laughter]|—and drive 
me around the State. One paper called him 
the “commuter’s friend.” Well, the commut- 
er’s friend has found an apt home at the De- 
partment of Transportation. And I am just 
totally confident that his service will prove 
as loyal as our friendship, as our enduring 
friendship. 

I know Andy to be a proven leader and 
a talented manager, experienced, efficient, 
energetic, a public servant of the first order, 
and above all a man who gets things done. 
And that’s important. For this job it’s not 
enough to know your way around inside the 
beltway, at DOT, or working with the people 
who built the beltway. 

So, you’ve got a good leader. And Andy 
takes his new position at a very critical time. 
This Department bears primary responsibil- 
ity for putting the landmark Surface Trans- 
portation Act of 1991 into action, the act that 
Sam, his predecessor, worked so hard on. 
This act is creating jobs today, jobs to up- 
grade our Nation’s highway system, jobs to 
provide for mass transit and meet this coun- 
try’s transportation needs. 

And when I signed the new Surface Act 
last December, it made available some $11 
billion to the States. And we directed this 
Department and urged the States to put 
those dollars to work right away. In the nearly 
3 months since I signed the act, we've deliv- 
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ered 20 percent more highway money than 
during the same period a year ago. 

DOT continues to play a pivotal role help- 
ing the airline industry adapt to the changes 
brought on by deregulation, changes which 
are producing economic benefits through 
more efficient service. DOT also has been 
a faithful supporter of our military and their 
own transportation needs. And with your en- 
ergy and ability, Andy, I know that this De- 
partment will continue to ensure that the 
United States remains a world leader in pro- 
viding safe and efficient transportation. 

To meet each of these challenges, and they 
are big, Andy will be able to call on a really 
dedicated team of transportation officials in 
the Department. And to each and every one 
of you who serve over there, we are grateful 
to you. You exemplify the very, very best in 
public service. And I want to salute you along 
with your new Secretary. 

And now, with all of that said, it is with 
great pleasure that I turn the podium over 
to Mr. Justice Thomas for the swearing-in 
of our new Secretary of Transportation, An- 


drew H. Card, Jr. Thank you. 


Note: The President spoke at 9:04 a.m. at 
the National Air and Space Museum. In his 
remarks, he referred to Admiral James B. 
Busey IV, Deputy Secretary of Transpor- 
tation, and Tabetha Card Mueller, daughter 
of Secretary Card. Supreme Court Justice 
Clarence Thomas administered the oath of 
office. A tape was not available for ver- 
ification of the content of these remarks. 


The President’s News Conference 
March 11, 1992 


The President. Good morming. And first, 
on the politics, I think yesterday was a great 
day, and I am extremely grateful to the many 
people who worked so hard in these various 
States. We’ve been victorious in 15 States, 
and I'll continue to seek the endorsement 
of the party in every primary. 

I've tried to let the people of this country 
know that we will turn this country around, 
and our great Nation should be a world-class 
leader in every category of economic and so- 
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cial activity. We need jobs for everyone, med- 
ical care that is available to everyone. We 
need to build an education system that pre- 
pares kids for the competitive challenges of 
tomorrow. We need housing that is afford- 
able and plentiful. We need safer neighbor- 
hoods on job security. We need to compete 
internationally for world markets and in- 
crease our exports. And there are many prob- 
lems and opportunities that face the Presi- 
dency. 

And the voters of these eight States have 
given me their support. I think they feel I 
have the experience and leadership to take 
America in new directions, to reach out for 
the complex solutions that we must under- 
take. 

As we renew ourselves at home, we simply 
cannot relinquish our leadership abroad, ei- 
ther. The world is a vastly changed place 
from even a year ago. Democracy is won, 
the cold war is over, and now we have an 
opportunity to secure peace. We cannot let 
this opportunity pass. And Americans must 
not heed the lone trumpets of retreat. We 
must successfully meet every challenge, do- 
mestic or foreign. 

And one of these important challenges is 
space. And our civil space program has had 
remarkable technological success over the 
last 30 years. America’s taken great pride in 
the achievements of astronauts and our space 
scientists. And now the genius of that pro- 
gram must focus on new initiatives for the 
nineties. We intend to deploy a space station 
by the end of this decade. We must develop 
a new launch system that augments the space 
shuttle, a new system that can carry payloads 
which will give America superiority and flexi- 
bility in commercial as well as in scientific 
fields. 

And I want to acknowledge the work of 
Admiral Dick Truly in providing valued lead- 
ership in the space program as an astronaut 
and as the Administrator of NASA. He de- 
serves great credit for so many of the suc- 
cesses of our space efforts. And as we con- 
sider new directions in space, I intend to 
nominate Daniel S. Goldin, the senior vice 
president of TRW, Inc., to head NASA. He’s 
a leader; Dan is a leader in America’s aero- 
space industry and a man of extraordinary 
energy and vitality. And working with the 
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Vice President as Chairman of the Space 
Council, Dan Goldin will ensure America’s 
leadership in space as we enter the 21st cen- 
tury. 

Thank you very much. Now, I have a meet- 
ing with some Members of Congress here 
in a little bit. But I’d be delighted to take 
some questions. Helen Helen Thomas, 
United Press International]. 


Defense Budget 


Q. Mr. President, what do you say to critics 
in your own party who say you stand for noth- 
ing and that you really have no basic goals 
leading us toward the 21st century? And also, 
in your opening statement, you seem to be 
affirming a Pentagon report that we should 
be a military superpower, the superpower in 
the world, world-class. Did I misinterpret? 

The President. Well, to the critics I say, 
please listen to the statement I just gave and 
to the many initiatives we've taken. And I 
don’t think there are that many critics in our 
own party. 

Q. A lot of protest votes. 

The President. Well, yes, and I think a 
lot of that stems from the economy. I’m abso- 
lutely certain of that. And I believe those 
people will be with me in the fall. I'll conduct 
myself in a way that they will be with me 
in the fall. 

In terms of defense, yes, I feel a keen re- 
sponsibility to keep this country strong. I 
have made recommendations to cut defense. 
Those recommendations came to me from 
Colin Powell and the Joint Chiefs, the Sec- 
retary of Defense. And now what you’re see- 
ing is a lot of political promising on Capitol 
Hill. And to pay for it, they want to cut into 
the muscle of defense. And I’m not going 
to do that. I have an obligation for the na- 
tional security of this country, and I’m going 
to fulfill it by having a strong defense. 

So I don’t know what you're referring to 
out of the Pentagon, but that is my view. And 
I’m sure it is shared by the Secretary of De- 
fense. 


Presidential Primaries 

Q. Mr. President? 

The President. Yes, Terry [Terence Hunt, 
Associated Press]. 

Q. Many Republicans are calling on Pat 
Buchanan to get out of the race, saying that 
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he’s delivered his message and that all he’s 
doing now is weakening you. Do you think 
that Mr. Buchanan is hurting you, and if you 
had your druthers, would you rather see Sims 
out of the race? 

The President. I guess anybody that runs 
for office would rather have no opposition. 
I mean, you don’t have to be a TRW rocket 
scientist to gather that one in. And I've tried 
to avoid entanglement there, taking my case 
to the voters. And it’s been very, very strong, 
and I’m very happy with it. So I would just 
let each person on both sides sort out their 
own fate. 

Q. What’s the point of him staying in any 
longer? 

The President. You're asking the wrong 
guy. 

Federal Government Size 


Q. Mr. President, both you and the Vice 
President have interpreted the votes for your 
opponent as being a sign that people out 
there feel that the Government is too big; 
as you said, that it costs too much, that it 
overregulates and overtaxes, all  cir- 
cumstances which either have developed or 
persisted under your 3 years in office. Why 
are those interpretations reasons to vote for 
you again? 

The President. Because I think we've got 
good programs to do something about it. I 
think the Government is too big and does 
spend too much. And we have sent up budg- 
ets that would constrain the growth of spend- 
ing, and we're having difficulty with the Con- 


gress, again, on that re So we've got 


to stand for that, and I think we've got to 
make clear to the American people that we're 
trying to do something about it. 


Taxes 
Q. Well, now, sir, that you have indicated 


you feel that the budget deal and the break- 
ing of the tax pledge that went with it was 
a mistake, are you prepared now to renew 
that pledge for the rest of your administra- 
tion? 

The President. Let me say this: The 
whole thing, given the way it’s worked out 
now, is a mistake. But the thing that is good 
about that budget agreement is the spending 
caps. And right now, we are seeing Congress 
trying to remove the only constraint on do- 
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mestic spending that exists, domestic discre- 
tionary spending, and that’s the spending 
caps. So I want to fight to keep those in place. 

Q. What about taxes, sir? 

The President. Well, I don’t want to raise 
taxes. I’m going to veto this tax bill. 

Q. Mr. President, if I can revisit 

The President. You've got too many. This 
would be the worst time to raise taxes. No 
time is good, but this would be the worst. 

Yes? 

Q. Is the pledge on again? 

The President. I'll leave it sit right there. 
I’m going to veto this tax bill. 

Yes? 


U.S. Defense Role 


Q. If I can revisit Helen Thomas’s ques- 
tion, a planning paper leaked out from the 
Pentagon last week which implied that in the 
future the United States should be the world 
policeman rather than place our emphasis on 
collective security. Do you share the Penta- 
gon’s feeling about 

The President. If this was an official Pen- 
tagon position, I expect the Secretary of De- 
fense would come talk to the President about 
it. So please do not put too much emphasis 
on leaked reports, particularly ones that I 
haven’t seen, because I can’t comment on 
it. I just don’t know; I’m sorry. I even missed 
the story on it. 

Q. What is your own philosophy, sir? Do 
you feel we should be moving more toward 
collective security, or should the United 
States bear most of the burden for policing 
the world? 

The President. Well, I think the United 
States has a burden to bear. But we have 
worked effectively through multilateral orga- 
nizations. The clearest example of that is 
what happened in the Gulf war. You see the 
United Nations trying to stay involved in the 
resolution of the Yugoslavian question. We 
have peacekeeping set up in Cambodia and 
other places that relieves some of the uni- 
lateral burden from the United States. 

But we are the leaders, and we must con- 
tinue to lead. We must continue to stay en- 
gaged. So, it isn’t a clear-cut choice of either- 
or. For people that challenge our leadership 
around the world, they simply do not under- 
stand how the world looks to us for leader- 
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ship. Now, that does not preclude working 
closely with multilateral organizations. 


Sanctions Against Iraq 


Q. The Deputy Prime Minister of Iraq is 
at the U.N. today asking to ease the sanc- 
tions. Is there any room for compromise? 

The President. I would just simply stay 
with the views that have been so clearly ex- 
pressed in a unanimous fashion by the Secu- 
rity Council itself. And there will be no com- 
— on the part of the United States with 
ull compliance with the U.N. resolutions. 
Iraq is concealing, and they've got to stop 
doing that. 

Q. In an electoral year, sir, how far are 
you going to go to have them comply with 
the resolutions? You are going through an 
election. Are you ready to have an attack 
against Iraq to demonstrate —— 

The President. Let’s simply say I'd like 
to see them comply with the resolutions. It 
is in their clear interest to comply with the 
resolutions. And if they don’t comply with 
the resolutions, then we'll contemplate all al- 
ternatives. 


Taxes 


Q. Mr. President, back on taxes for a 
minute. In one of the interviews before the 
Georgia primary, where you talked about 
your view that the budget deal was a mistake, 
you also said that you thought a surtax on 
millionaires might be the only way to get the 
capital gains tax cut that you want. Is that 
something you'd consider? Is there any 
room 

The President. No, I’m against that. 

Q. You're against the surtax in any cir- 
cumstances? 

The President. Yes. 

Susan [Susan Spencer, CBS News], and 
then John [John Cochran, NBC News]. 

Q. Why? 

The President. Because I don’t want to 
raise taxes. 

Q. Even on millionaires? 

The President. | don’t want to raise taxes. 

Q. Now I'll get to my question. 

The President. You've already had it. 
You’ve got now what they call a followup. 

Q. That was her question. 

The President. No, no. Now, wait a 
minute. 
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Q. I yield my followup. 

Q. Thank you. 

The President. You can have her—wait 
a minute. You've assigned your followup to 
her? Okay. So you have a question and a fol- 
lowup? 

Q. No, I don’t. Well, I might. 

The President. Go on, Susan. 


Assistance to Former Soviet Union 


Q. Thank you. President Nixon was fairly 
scathing in a memo that’s been circulated, 
referring to the U.S. response in the crisis 
in the Soviet Union as “pathetically inad- 
equate.” He also implied that a truly coura- 
geous leader would go before the American 
public and explain why, even when foreign 
aid is so — we have to pursue this 
more vigorously than we are. Do you have 
any plans to do that? 

The President. Well, I think the American 
people know of my commitment to U.S. lead- 
ership around the world. In the first place, 
I read that Nixon paper, and I didn’t consider 
it scathing. But there’s a good opportunity 
to ask him about it because he’ll be in town 
tonight. I’ll be attending a dinner there. And 
maybe there will be a chance for him to clar- 
ify what he means by all of this. I stay in 
close touch with President Nixon; I have 
great respect for his views on foreign policy. 
And when I look at the six points or whatever 
it was in that letter, I think we’re in very 
close agreement. 

Now, where we might have a difference 
is, we're living in a time of constrained re- 
sources. There isn’t a lot of money around. 
We are spending too much as it already is. 
So to do the things I would really like to 
do, I don’t have a blank check for all of that. 
And so, in that area there may be a slight 
difference, but I think the question should 
be addressed to President Nixon because 
fundamentally we’re in agreement on how 
we ought to approach Russia and the other 
independent countries there. 

Q. The next item to come up is likely to 
be a request for about a billion dollars for 
the United States to support the ruble. Will 
you go to Congress and ask for that money? 

The President. Well, we're talking now 
about a stabilization fund. 

Q. Will you support that? 
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The President. I will wait to make a pru- 
dent decision based on the recommendation 
of top advisers. But Treasury is considering 
it. The Secretary of State is considering it. 
This isn’t a decision you just sit and click your 
fingers on. But we’re talking to the Soviets 
about this—or the Russians about this, I 
should say. Boris Yeltsin will be coming here, 
and they know there are certain things that 
they have to do before the international com- 
munity will put the monies in there that they 
would like to have in a stabilization fund. 

So all this is evolving. But in principle, do 
I think it’s a good idea? Yes. 


Presidential Primaries 


Q. You said last week you'd be willing to 
bury the hatchet with Pat Buchanan. How 
far would you be willing to go? If he gets 
out of the race long before the California pri- 
mary, doesn’t divide the party, which is al- 
ready divided out there, would you be willin 
to sit down, discuss issues with him? Woul 
you be willing to give him his 15 minutes 
at the Republican Convention with a speech? 

The President. Why don’t we just wait 
and see how all that evolves, John? He has 
said today he wants to stay in there. That’s 
his choice. And I'm clearly staying in there. 
And I think we’re doing pretty well. I think 
there’s a little more recognition now that this 
challenge is sending the President a message, 
and I feel very good about where things 
stand. I think I’ve detected a slight change 
in the way it’s being presented to the public, 
too. 

So we'll just keep on and let him make 
these decisions. I really have tried very hard 
not to engage. Even a reply to your question 
would be more engagement than | want to 
go forward with. 


British Election 


Q. If you won’t talk about Pat Buchanan, 
let me ask you about another election, the 
British election. There was a time when pol- 
icymakers in this country worried when there 
was a Labor Prime Minister in power. Hasn’t 
that changed over the years? Now we've had 
the end of the cold war, nuclear disarmament 
isn’t the big issue. Does it really matter that 
much to the fate of the United States who’s 
in power in Britain? 
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The President. I expect the worst thing 
an American President could do would be 
to try to intervene in an election in another 
country. Having said all that, the respect I 
have for the Prime Minister knows no 
bounds. John Major is a superb leader, and 
I work very, very closely with him, through 
very difficult times, I might add. But I think 
it would be most inappropriate if I got into 
picking winners and Ras in a British elec- 
tion or a French election or German election 
or any other. And I don’t—I’ve got to be 
careful how I word things. 

You know, it’s different, if I might just put 
your question, very sound question, in a po- 
litical context. It’s easy for a candidate to go 
out and give an opinion on all that, but it’s 
not so easy for a President. I have certain 
responsibilities as President. I am watching 
this evolution over there with great interest. 
I think it’s perfectly appropriate to express 
my respect for John Major, but I don’t want 
to go beyond that by looking like we’re trying 
to shape a foreign election, whether it’s here 
or whether it’s anyplace. 

Q. But isn’t it true the Labor Party’s plat- 
form, its foreign policy platform, is no longer 
antithetical to your foreign policy? 

The President. 1 have to study before I 
can tell. 


The Economy and Presidential Primaries 


Q. Mr. President, if the economy does 
turn around, do you believe that that protest 
vote of roughly 30 percent will automatically 
disappear and people will 

The President. | believe it’s going to come 
home anyway, Judy [Judy Wiessler, Houston 
Chronicle]. I don’t know whether any of you 
heard my Florida campaign manager on tele- 
vision the other night with “Larry King Live.” 
And this man is very able, this Florida cam- 
paign manager, my son Jeb. He was superb. 
And he pointed out that he saw some exit 
polls that said some of the Democratic pri- 
mary voters were going to vote for me in 
the fall. Now, my boy is never wrong on a 
statistic like that. 

And I would just point out that we’re read- 
ing a lot about the other side, but let’s take 
a look at some of the ones going into the 
Democratic election. We're going to do well, 
and I really believe they'll come home to 
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roost. And we want them. I’m trying to con- 
duct myself in such a way as to say, look, 
I understand your feeling on this issue or 
that, but we need your support, and we want 
you. And P.S., take a look at the alternatives 
over there. That’s not even in focus yet. 
That’s not even in focus yet, what the general 
election’s going to be like, because we don’t 
know who’s there yet. But it’s going to be 
fun, I'll tell you. 

Yes, Ellen [Ellen Warren, Knight-Ridder 
Newspapers]. 

Q. Mr. President, you seem to be brushing 
off this 30-to-40-percent consistent voting for 
Pat Buchanan as a frustration with the econ- 
omy. Sir, doesn’t the buck stop here? Don’t 
you take any responsibility—and your prede- 
cessor, Ronald Reagan—for the state of the 
economy, sir? 

The President. Absolutely. 

Q. Well, so why should people vote for 
you if it’s your fault? 

The President. Because they know I’m 
trying to change it, and they know that I’ve 
been a good leader. And they're going to be 
talking about leadership, not campaign prom- 
ises. And it isn’t easy. And I think when we 
get through defining clearly my objectives for 
this country, it will all come out when we 
get into the general election that these peo- 
ple will be voting for me. But when a family’s 
hurting and they want to send a message, 
they don’t want to go over and vote in the 
Democratic side because they see them as 
much worse. What do they do? They come 
and vote and try to express themselves in the 
manner they have. I really believe that that’s 
the situation. 

Back of the room. 

Q. What’s to prevent them from saying, 
sir, well, the President himself says it’s his 
fault and the Republican Party’s fault; I’m 
going to go the other way? 

The President. Oh, you see, I only gave 
you half the equation. Everybody can accept 
blame. The Congress can accept its share of 
the blame. All of us seem to live and die 
by polls these days, but if I might be able 
to quote one, look at the ones that blame 
the Congress much more than the President. 
And please get that out there because I need 
the help. I'll be spelling that out. 


Helen, in the back? Yes, sir, over here. 
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Q. Mr. President, you said you didn’t want 
to talk specifically about Patrick Buchanan, 
but your surrogates have called him every- 
thing from a fascist to racist to possibly anti- 
Semitic. Do you endorse what your surro- 
gates are saying? Do you want to rein them 
in? And what do you think Mr. Buchanan 
wants if he can’t win the nomination? 

The President. 1 don’t know the answer 
to the second part and probably wouldn’t re- 
spond if I did. I think most fair-minded view- 
ers would feel that I’ve come under attack 
from my opponent, so I’m delighted when 
people defend me. 

Helen. I mean Sarah [Sarah McClendon, 
McClendon News Service]. 

Q. I was talking about the attacks 

The President. Yes, excuse me. Go ahead, 
yes. Please, help me. 

Q. I was a the attacks your sur- 
rogates were making on Mr. Buchanan, not 
to the defense of yourself. Do you endorse 
the attacks they’re making on Mr. Buchanan? 

The President. I endorse the strong de- 
fenders I have out there and am very pleased 


that they're out there getting the message 
out loud and clear. 

Yes, Jess [Jessie Stearns, Stearns News Bu- 
reau]. 


Economic Plan 


Q. Mr. President, some of your advisers 
have pressed you to fight Congress with ev- 
erything you have, and if Congress won’t pass 
a growth package that you want to sign by 
March 20th, that you should take the bull 
by the horns and do everything you can: start 
vetoing line items in their budget, index cap- 
ital gains by regulation, go and have the Beck 
decision enforced, all these kinds of things. 
Have you decided to do any of that? 

The President. No, I haven't decided it. 
I do think that in the fall the case is going 
to be taken to the American people regarding 
Congress. But I think at this juncture people 
are less anxious to hear their President blam- 
ing somebody than they are seeing him try 
to get something done. And so that will guide 
me. But I can’t be under unilateral fire and 
not at least help put the congressional part 
of this into perspective. But I think people— 
look, Ellen asked me, do I accept my share 
of responsibility? Sure. But I want to be sure 
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Congress accepts its, and see what we can 
do. 

What I’ve been trying to do is get a stimu- 
lative economic package through, lay the 
broad politics aside, and just take seven sim- 
ple points that most economists think would 
turn around confidence and stimulate the 
economy. And I’m going to keep working on 
that. I’m going to have to veto a broad kind 
of handout, tax-and-spend bill, and then I’m 
still going to keep trying to get it through. 
And then later on, we'll have all the debate 
out there as to the responsibility of Congress 
or changing Congress which, of course, I feel 
very strongly about. But I think the people 
are less interested in hearing somebody going 
around blaming somebody, even though 
they’re getting a lot of that from the Demo- 
cratic side, than they are on, now, what are 
you going to do about it? How are you going 
to help us? How are you going to get this 
economy moving? And we’ve got good pro- 
grams to do just that. 


Presidential Advisers 


Q. And that’s where the advisers, if I may, 
sir, that’s what the advisers, your advisers, 
tell us they’re telling 

The President. Well, I’ve got to read the 
papers before I know what the advisers are 
doing. 

Q. They’re asking that you define your 
Presidency. That’s what they keep saying. 
And you seem to be saying that people want 
you to define the Presidency. So, what do 
you think that means at this point? 

The President. You know one of the 
things I like least about this job is com- 
menting on what advisers say, okt say 
in campaigns. They’re normally referred to 
as handlers in the campaign season and advis- 
ers—has a nicer tone—in the noncampaign 
season. And I read all the time about some 
anonymous source who is known to feel 
strongly about the very questions you asked 
about, Jess. I read about ideas that I’m con- 
sidering I haven’t even heard of yet. I don’t 
know. What Id say to the American people 
is, please ask for a name to be placed next 
to the source so I can get mad at the guy 
who’s doing this. 

It’s strange out there. It’s strange. No, real- 
ly, I wish people would, in the White House 
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or elsewhere, say, “My name is Joe Jones; 
I think the President needs to do this,” or 
“I’m Sally Smith, and I think he ought to 
consider these three options.” Instead of 
that, I pick up the paper every day and read 
some insider known to be close to the Presi- 
dent or a person high up in the party not 
currently with the White House but having 
served there a long time, and it’s confusing 
to me. And I think the American people don’t 
like it. I don’t think they like it very much. 
I'd like to see some sources put next to— 
yes? 


Jobs and Trade 


Q. Mr. President, you have often said that 
you were going to get more jobs, bring back 
jobs. And it’s 

The President. Sarah 

Q. the figures have shown that the 
jobs have—— 

The President. We have another San An- 
tonio incident. 

Q. ——-gone overseas. So with the jobs 
having gone overseas and we've lost our man- 
ufacturing base, and a poll of many of these 
highfalutin, very big firms say they are not 
going to build another plant in the United 
States when they can go to Mexico and pay 
a dollar an hour and not have to bother with 
environmental regulations and safety regula- 
tions. So, how are you going to get these jobs 
increased? 

The President. Because we're going to 
pass the NAFTA; the North American free 
trade agreement is going to increase jobs dra- 
matically. And the more exports you have, 
the more domestic jobs you have. 

Now, some labor unions disagree with 
that. Some politicians disagree with that. 
Some are sounding the siren’s call of protec- 
tion: Pull back and don’t engage in foreign 
trade. And I disapprove of that. I’m going 
to keep fighting for open markets, more ac- 
cess to the markets of others, conclusion of 
the GATT round, a conclusion of the North 
American free trade agreement. And that’s 
what I'll keep doing, and that will create jobs. 
It’s exports that have saved this economy as 
it goes through these tough times, and it is 
exports that will lead an extraordinary growth 
in the future. 
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Q. Can’t we put a limit on the technology 
that we have taken overseas? 

The President. No, we're not going to 
limit. We're going to encourage. I'd like to 
see our cooperation with Russia, for example, 
result in a modernization over there. It will 
open up vast new markets for the United 
States. The potential is limitless. So we can’t 
look inward like we did in the thirties where 
we threw the whole world into depression 
by a failed policy of isolation and pure protec- 
tion. I’m not going to do that. 


Congressional Financial Disclosure 


Q. Mr. President, the Vice President has 
called the check bouncing scandal at the 
House bank a good reason for term limita- 
tions, for Democrats, presumably. Do you 
feel he’s right on that issue and should there 
be full disclosure of all of the Members who 
have—— 

The President. I’m strongly for term lim- 
itations. And secondly, I think there should 
be full disclosure. I hate to recite history 
here, but when I was in the Congress way 
back in the sixties with a group of newly 
elected Congressmen in what we called the 
90th Club then, 90th Congress, I kind of took 
the lead in urging full disclosure of assets 
and liabilities. I did not endear myself to 
some of my colleagues, but I think that full 
disclosure of that, of one’s own personal fi- 
nances, is important. I think full disclosure 
of something of this nature is important, too, 
on a financial disclosure of that nature. So 
I agree that it’s the way to go, and I think, 
inevitably, it will happen. 


Economic Plan 


Q. One more on the economy, sir, if I 
could. The Democrats, even though their 
— includes a tax increase, the Senate 


package, say that it includes elements of all 
seven components of your economic revital- 
ization program. Since, as you've said, the 
priority here is the economy and not politics, 
why not attempt to compromise instead of 
threatening to veto or rejecting it out of 
hand? 

The President. Because I think they're so 
locked into a tax increase, that I was asked 
about earlier, that it would be very hard to 
get that done now. We’ve tried. Our leaders 
up in the Congress have tried very hard to 
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get the focus on these investment incentives. 
And I’m afraid I’m going to have to just end 
up vetoing the tax-and-spend bill. And I’m 
not giving up hope, eondh, on going forward 
then and saying, let’s try this, let’s try to get 
this through, but not do it in a way that is 
totally unacceptable. 

Q. But you said. 

The President. Ann [Ann Devroy, Wash- 
ington Post], you had your hand up. Do you 
still have a question? 

Q. Yes, Mr. President, I do. 

The President. What is it? 


1990 Budget Agreement 


Q. When you said last week that you re- 
gretted the decision on the budget deal, was 
that budget deal a policy mistake or a politi- 
cal mistake? 

The President. Total mistake. Policy, po- 
litical, everything else. 

Q. What was wrong with the policy? 

The President. Policy, because it simply 
did not do what I thought, hoped it would 
do: control this, get this economy moving. 
There were some good things about it. So 
I can’t say, shouldn’t say, total mistake. But 
the spending caps was good; getting the 
spending caps was good. Keeping the Gov- 
ernment going as opposed to shutting down 
for whatever number of days it would have 
taken, that was good. But when you have to 
weigh a decision in retrospect, have the ben- 
efit of hindsight, I would say both policy and 
politically, I think we can all agree that it 
has drawn a lot of fire. 

Last question. 


RNC Chairman 


Q. Mr. Buchanan. Revisit him one more 
time. He—— 

The President. I'll give you another ques- 
tion because I don’t want to take any—go 
ahead, try it. 

Q. He said as a condition for him coming 
back that he would have to get rid of Rich 
Bond as chairman of the campaign commit- 
tee, or the Republican National Committee. 
Do you care if Buchanan himself comes back 
to roost? 

The President. Do I what? 

Q. Do you care if Buchanan himself comes 
back to roost? 
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The President. Listen, I want everybody. 
I want everybody to vote for me. But Rich 
Bond has my full confidence. He’s doing a 
superb job up at the Republican National 
Committee. So that’s the way I'd answer it. 
All right, this is the last one. 


Interest Rates 


Q. On the economy——. 

The President. Got any other subject? 

Q. In your economic plan, the Fed can 
affect short-term interest rates, but it seems 
to be that long-term interest rates may be 
impeding growth. Do you think it’s time for 
the Treasury and the Fed to come up with 
a strategy on pushing long-term interest rates 
down? 

The President. Well, I don’t. I am much 
more concerned about stimulating the econ- 
omy today than I am about the long-term 
rates, They are manageable at this juncture. 
What would exacerbate the long-term rate 
problem would be to pass the Democratic 
tax legislation, for example, or some of the 
spending bills I’ve seen up there. 

One thing that would shoot the long-term 
rates through the roof, and I'll guarantee you 
this, would be to get rid of the fire rr 
get rid of the spending caps that were a part 
of the 1990 budget agreement. In my view, 
that would send a totally counterproductive 
signal to the markets. In fact, when a very 
able Senator proposed kind of a tax plan that 
looked like the deficit would be exacerbated, 
the long-term shot up just on the proposal. 

So, I think now the answer is to keep work- 
ing with the Fed. I think what the Fed has 
done is good. If you were to ask me the ques- 
tion, would I like to see interest rates still 
lower, I would, I would, real rates. But I 
think the main worry now is not the long- 
term rate problem or certainly inflation. It 
is economic growth and stimulation. 

I really do have to go because I don’t want 
to—do I have time for one more? 

Mr. Fitzwater. Okay. 

The President. All right. I really have an 
11 a.m. Yes. 


Campaign Travel 


Q. Mr. President, it appears whenever you 
leave the White House and hit the campaign 
trail, your approval ratings seem to drop. 

The President. So now stay here, huh? 
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Q. I’m wondering if you now think the an- 
swer is to stay here more and campaign out 
there less. 

The President. I’ve not seen a correlation, 
actually. But no, I don’t feel that. But you 
know, I can understand the debate that has 
gone on: Should the President be out cam- 
paigning, or should he be here? And what 
I tried to do is achieve a reasonable balance. 
If you don’t go to these States—you had an 
enormously important election day yesterday 
where we did very, very well, very well. And 
if I had not, if I’d have showed disdain b 
not even showing up in these States, I think 
that could have been counterproductive. 

On the other hand, I recognize that I have 
responsibilities that no other candidate has 
for leading this country and for being the 
President. And there are plenty of problems 
to face here and plenty of initiatives to take 
that could keep you here the whole time. So, 
what we did is try to achieve a balance. I 
think we’re going to go to Michigan for one 
day, part of a day. And we have a primary 
coming up there. But I think the way the 
vote is working out, the overwhelming en- 
dorsement in terms of these delegations and 
everything, I think that you'll be seeing me 
here a lot, but not to the exclusion of going 
out. 

Another side about going out: You do get 
to talk to people. You do get to hear firsthand 
about the problems the country faces. So I 
think the answer is: Achieve a proper bal- 
ance. I hope I’m doing that. And I’m going 
to keep on trying to do it because it is very 
important that when you're elected Presi- 
dent, you be President. But I also deter- 
mined that I’m the best one to lead the next 
4 years, and so you've got to do some of the 
politics. And that’s how we've reached the 
formula that we use. 

I’ve got to go. Pat [Patrick McGrath, Fox 
Television]? 


RNC Chairman 


Q. Prime-time address after March 20th? 
You used to stand up for Al Haig when you 
were head of the Republican National Com- 
mittee, you used to stand up to Al Haig and 
say you didn’t work for the President and 
you didn’t go along with a lot of what Richard 
Nixon wanted you to do. Rich Bond now is 
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favoring your candidacy, calling Pat Bu- 
chanan, accusing him of race-baiting. Is that 
fair? 

Q. Could you do this at the mike, sir? 

Q. We can’t hear you. 

The President. Well, good, because I’m 
not going to answer it. [Laughter] I think the 
President is seen to be the titular head of 
the party. It’s always been that way. And just 
like I support incumbent Senators and Con- 
gressmen, I think it would be appropriate 
that the national committee support the 
President. And I supported—what? 

Q. You stood up to Al Haig. Al Haig asked 
you to do things at the RNC that you didn’t 
want to do. 

The President. That’s quite different than 
endorsing the President. I worked very hard 
for President Nixon when he was President, 
as chairman of the national committee. 


Note: The President’s 123d news conference 
began at 10:34 a.m. in the Briefing Room at 
the White House. A tape was not available 
for verification of the content of this news 
conference. 


Remarks to the American Society of 
Association Executives 


March 11, 1992 


Chairman Fondren, fellow Texan, thank 
you for that introduction. May I salute Presi- 
dent Taylor and all the award winners here 
today. I heard a story about how when Lyn- 
don Baines Johnson moved from the House 
to the Senate, Jake Pickle and Gene 
Fondren, then Texas State legislators, flipped 
a coin to decide who'd run for office and 
go to Washington. Well, Congressman Pick- 
le’s been calling for a rematch ever since. 
[Laughter] And this organization is very for- 
tunate to have as its chairman a man of this 
strength and a man of this conviction. 

Robert Frost once wrote that an idea is 
a feat of association. Well, association is an 
idea as old as the American dream itself. Ac- 
tually, de Tocqueville 150 years ago, more 
than that, had much to say about you. He 
said, “At the head of some new undertaking 
in the United States you will be sure to find 
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an association.” Well, since that time, asso- 
ciations have played a vital role in our coun- 
try’s progress, and they continue that mission 
today, defining new frontiers and exploring 
new territory. 

Before I spoke, President Taylor handed 
out the Associations Advance America 
Awards to salute those who’ve found a way 
to help, to be, in fact, Points of Light. We 
hear too often about what’s wrong in Amer- 
ica. Well, this is what’s right in America, and 
I salute you for what you are doing to help 
your communities. And again, I single out 
the awardees here who have starred in all 
of this. 

Of course, it’s an election year. Independ- 
ent of the current preoccupation with the 
hype and spin of the campaigns, there will 
remain the issues, the big things, the core 
concerns of every American that transcend 
political party or philosophical ideology: jobs, 
family, peace. They hold us together as a so- 
ciety. They are more than issues we bring 
to the next election; they are the legacy we 
must give to the next generation. 

And really, that’s what I want to talk to 
you about today, not just the issues but our 
mood as a Nation and how we must act now 
if we’re to change America for the better. 
Today, weighing most heavily in the hearts 
and on the minds of Americans is the state 
of our economy: jobs, preserving jobs, creat- 
ing jobs. You in this room know best virtually 
every industry and every profession in Amer- 
ica. I don’t have to tell you that people are 
worried about the future. 

Frankly, we’ve had tough economic times 
before, with higher unemployment but less 
national alarm. There’s something different 
about today’s times, something that touches 
a nerve. It strikes at the heart of what drives 
this country forward, our very confidence. It 
challenges our belief in ourselves. 

Let me give it to you straight: Unemploy- 
ment is, what, 7.3 percent, about 9 million 
people out of a total work force of 126 mil- 
lion. During the 1982 recession, 10 years ago, 
unemployment hit almost 11 percent, a level 
not experienced since the Great Depression. 
So we ask ourselves, why is confidence today 
lower than at the depth of the 1982 reces- 
sion? I’ve heard a lot of theories. Some say 
those TV analysts are the problem, rejoicing 
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in bad news. Others say, “Well, it’s the politi- 
cians.” I myself have noted that in a political 
year candidates often shower the voters with 
a message so bleak and hopeless, and at the 
same time they promise the rainbow if 
they’re elected. That steady drizzle on the 
people’s shoulders can wear away confidence 
and can wash away hope. So, it’s easy to sup- 
pose that the constant drumbeat about what's 
wrong in America is a self-fulfilling prophecy. 

There may be some truth to that. But I 

think there are other reasons for our coun- 
try’s mood. People are feeling the way they 
do because America’s got some real prob- 
lems. They’re serious, stubborn, national 
problems. But I think it would be unfair and 
certainly untrue to suggest to the American 
— that we can’t overcome these prob- 
ems, to imply that the United States of 
America is a country in decline. So today I 
want to talk about what we must do to meet 
the economic challenge that is before us, how 
we can build economic vitality into our com- 
munities, how we must ensure that our chil- 
dren see a future that is an improvement over 
the present. 

Sometimes it helps to take some of these 
enormous issues and bring them down to the 
personal level. So, when I talk about Ameri- 
ca’s economic problems, this is what I mean: 
They are the worries of parents who have 
worked all their lives to get their kids through 
college, and those kids can’t find work. They 
are found in discouraged families who can’t 
afford to pay off anything but the interest 
on their credit cards month after month after 
month. They are the doubts of young people 
who believe that times will never be as good 
for them as they were for their parents. Now, 
these are the things that dim our hope and 
drain our confidence. 

American workers can see that technology 
and competition are changing the workplace 
faster than ever before. They can feel the 
heat, both at home and abroad. They know 
American industry is being challenged to 
keep up or step aside. I’m going to talk fur- 
ther about that later in the week out in De- 
troit, Michigan. We live in a competitive 
world, and people worry about our ability to 
compete. 

American homeowners—that’s almost 70 
million people—worry that the biggest asset 
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they will ever have, their home, will lose its 
worth because real estate values have de- 
clined. The same is true of any business, of 
association, or charitable organization that 
owns property; they're concerned, too. 

Finally, as I discussed earlier this week 
with the League of Cities—and this one is 
fundamental—the deterioration of the Amer- 
ican family is very, very serious, a root prob- 
lem with tremendous ramifications for our 
economic well-being as a Nation. 

These are the problems, but the picture 
is not all gloom and doom. America, we're 
now the only superpower in the world. Mil- 
lions of immigrants still look to us as the land 
of opportunity because we are. We're the un- 
disputed leader of the world that has a pro- 
pensity for much more peace. And our econ- 
omy is poised for recovery. Inflation is down; 
interest rates, low. Inventories are low; ex- 
ports, at record highs. But this recovery will 
come sooner and stronger only if we in Gov- 
ernment can come together and act now. 

In January, as most of you know, I sent 
a message to the Congress, a plan of action. 
I felt it was a straightforward set of initiatives 
based upon tried and true economic realities. 
I proposed incentives for business to buy 
equipment, upgrade their plants, and start 
hiring again. I proposed a shot in the arm 
to get the housing industry back on its feet, 
lead us into economic recovery this spring. 
I proposed a cut on the capital gains. 

And then I offered a broader plan of action 
to keep us strong and economically vigorous 
in the years ahead. And that included, as 
some of you all may remember, education 
reform, we call it America 2000, to bring the 
skills of our future workers up to a standard 
of excellence. It included a clampdown on 
excessive regulations that hurt our competi- 
tiveness and reform of our legal system, so 
that Americans can spend more time innovat- 
ing and less time litigating. And I proposed 
record Federal support, research and devel- 
opment support, to keep our Nation on the 
cutting edge of new technologies, new incen- 
tives for business investment. I proposed a 
forward-looking trade policy that demands 
foreign markets open up to high-quality 
American goods and services. And I reiter- 
ated our determination to hold the line on 
Government spending and oppose new taxes. 
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Well, big issues, big challenges. This is the 
plan I proposed, and I set a deadline for the 
Congress to act. And while the Congress 
didn’t have a comprehensive plan of its own, 
it didn’t like the notion of a deadline. Instead, 
with great and earnest deliberation, the Con- 
gress fixated on how much more to tax the 
American people. And they would hike taxes 
by $100 billion. And that plan, in my view, 
destroys jobs, whereas the plan, the incen- 
tives I’ve outlined here create jobs. The last 
thing that this economy needs now is a mas- 
sive tax increase. Any economist worth his 
salt will tell you that. But this is not new. 
Congress refuses routinely to take action to 
stimulate the economy, but insists on these 
job-destroying tax increases. 

Everyone knows that Government is too 
big pe spends too much. Everyone knows 
that. And there’s something else everyone 
knows, too: Too often Congress spends the 
money of its customer, the taxpayer, the 
wrong way, inefficiently, ineffectively, with- 
out accountability, and frankly, without com- 
passion. So again, I would like to call on the 
Congress to pass my plan by March 20 for 
the good of this economy and the good of 
the American people. Now, I realize this all 
may sound like simply an election year blast 
at the Congress controlled by the — 
party. But it is not. We really need a new 
way of looking at things. 

And I have made proposals to bring back 
responsibility and accountability to a system 
answerable to no one but itself. They are 
based on some fundamental principles: Rely 
on what works. And when possible, decen- 
tralize. Institute choice to force competition 
into the system. Give people more power to 
make the big decisions in their lives. Make 
the system accountable. And understand the 
new realities of America’s global position, 
that we must become more competitive. We 
are not going to retreat into the failed policies 
of uninvolvement, disengagement, isolation, 
protectionism. We cannot do that. That 
would shrink markets and throw people out 
of work in this country. Staying involved, 
then, is the fundamental answer on inter- 
national trade. These are the important ways 
to reform and change our country. 

Chairman Fondren once said that “Lead- 
ership requires forthrightness. Hidden agen- 
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das rarely, if ever, lead to progress and very 
often succeed in spoiling the brew.” Well, 
I’ve never been very good at hiding an agen- 
da, and I’m not about to try to start that now. 

The agenda has really been to create jobs, 
protect the family, and promote world peace. 
Too many times I run up against a stone wall, 
a partisan guard more determined to take 
sides than to move the country forward. So, 
March 20th will be an important date. And 
if the Congress enacts my action plan on the 
economy by then, the real beneficiaries will 
be the American people. If the Congress can- 
not act, or if it sends to me a bill that it 
knows today that I cannot and will not sign, 
I will take this case to the American people 
and say: The problem is the Congress. Send 
a new Congress to Washington next Novem- 
ber. But before that, I want to see us move 
something forward. I want to see us get 
something done. 

And it’s tough in an election year. I know 
that; I’m involved right up to my neck, just 
from coming from eight of these darn things 
yesterday. So, I’m not being unrealistic, but 
I think we still have time to set aside the 
politics and try to pass something that most 
economists agree—I think all economists 
agree—would stimulate this economy and 
get this country back to work again. In the 
meantime, I will act on my own in the inter- 
ests of the American people. 

I drew a line in the sand, Gene referred 
to it, a little over a year ago in the Gulf. When 
you look back, that wasn’t an easy decision. 
But we kept our word, and we liberated a 
tiny country. And in the process, we sent the 
world, the whole world, a message. And the 
message was: Aggression will not stand. And 
that message is clearly understood. And be- 
cause that message is so clearly understood, 
we have a newfound credibility all around, 
all around the world. Travel abroad, and find 
out that we are the United States, second 
to none. 

And so now, in a figurative stance, I’ve 
drawn a line in the sand once again, right 
here in our own backyard. And I will keep 
my word again, and if we all do our part, 
we can ensure that our economy and our 
country get back on the right track. 

In the meantime, keep up the wonderful 
work that these associations do. Government 
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can do a lot. I know I’ve got to do it better. 
I know that Congress has to do its work bet- 
ter. But it can never replace that thing that 
de Tocqueville found so amazing about this 
country, association, the propensity of one 
American to help another. 

And when I talk about Points of Light, 
sometimes my critics say, “Well, he’s simply 
forgoing his responsibility. He’s simply trying 
to lay off on the back of private citizens the 
responsibility of a Government.” That’s the 
farthest thing from my mind when I com- 
mend you and thank you for being Points 
of Light. Government can help. Government 
must help. Government must reach out a 
hand to ie that are hurting. But it is the 
Points of Lights, it is the private sector, it 
is the associations that are going to make a 
difference in the lives of the men and women 
and, especially, the children of this country. 

So, may God bless you for your work. And 
thank you for letting me come back. 


Note: The President spoke at 1:10 p.m. at 
the Washington Convention Center. In his 
remarks, he referred to Gene Fondren, chair- 
man, and R. William Taylor, president of the 
American Society of Association Executives. 
A tape was not available for verification of 
the content of these remarks. 


Remarks at the Richard Nixon 
Library Dinner 
March 11, 1992 


Mr. President, thank you, sir, for that won- 
derfully warm introduction. I, like I think ev- 
erybody across our country, was once again 
so impressed when we saw what you did 
today in outlining foreign policy objectives 
of this country. And it’s a wonderful privilege 
for me to be introduced by you. 

If you will excuse me a little reminiscence, 
why, in 64, I ran with a spectacular lack of 
success for the United States Senate. In 
1966, I started off to run for the Congress 
in Houston, Harris County. And it was then 
Richard Nixon, former Vice President, Presi- 
dent-to-be, who came down there to kickoff 
my little campaign. And I thought I was right 
on top of the world. And what he did in en- 





456 


dorsing and supporting me and many others 
like me that year resulted in our picking up 
some 49 seats, I think it was, in the Congress 
and propelling me into a life that has been 
full and fascinating, sometimes frustrating 
but always rewarding. And I am very, very 
grateful to him then; I was grateful to him 
when I served while he was President, while 
I was head of the Republican National Com- 
mittee. And I value his advice today. I get 
it. I appreciate it. And I’m very grateful to 
him for his continued leadership in this area 
that is so vital to the United States of Amer- 
ica. So, Mr. President, my sincere thanks. 
And it’s a great privilege to be here tonight. 

And of course, I want to thank our friend, 
all of our friend, Jim Schlesinger, for his lead- 
ership on this; and Walter and Lee 
Annenberg for their fantastic support; of 
course, Julie and David Eisenhower over 
there. I agree with everything Jim Schles- 
inger said about Julie, first-class and wonder- 
ful. To Gavin and Ninetta Herbert and our 
friend George Argyros from California; John 
Taylor; Brian, over here; distinguished guests 
all; ladies and gentlemen. It is a pleasure to 
be here among friends and to renew old ties. 

A writer once said of Richard Nixon, his 
life “somehow was central to the experience 
of being an American in the second half of 
this century.” I am proud tonight to salute 
a President who made a difference, not be- 
cause he wished it but because he willed it. 

As our 37th President, he placed crime 
and drugs on the national agenda; he created 
a pioneering cancer initiative; he ended the 
draft; and he created the EPA. And we've 
been fighting over the spotted owl ever since 
he created the EPA. But nevertheless— 
[laughter]. 

As I said when his library opened, Richard 
Nixon will be remembered for another rea- 
son: dedicating his life to the noblest cause 
offered any President, the cause of peace 
among nations. A cause told in his books, 
now nine of them, each written out in 
longhand on those famous yellow pages, yel- 
low legal pads. 

So, I could not be more pleased—and I 
know I speak for Barbara on this, both of 
us—to be here this evening. And I’m pleased 
to be able to speak before this gathering de- 


voted to exploring “America’s Role in the 
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Emerging World.” The subject could not be 
more timely. The auspices couldn’t be more 
appropriate. The Richard Nixon Library, and 
I was privileged to be there at the opening, 
stands as a monument to a President and to 
an administration devoted to an active, 
thoughtful, and above all, realistic approach 
to the world. 

The challenge faced by President Nixon 
could hardly have been more daunting: How 
to maintain domestic support for a foreign 
policy mandated by a growing Soviet threat 
at a time that an overburdened America was 
fighting an unpopular war in Vietnam. What 
emerged, the policies of detente and the doc- 
trine that bears the name of the 37th Presi- 
dent, provided a balance between con- 
frontation and cooperation. President Nixon 
managed this and more, extricating us from 
a war, negotiating the first comprehensive 
U.S.-Soviet arms control agreement, opening 
up relations with China, mediating dis- 
engagement pacts in the Middle East, all 
while preserving a consensus at home favor- 
ing continued engagement in world affairs. 

To be sure, today’s challenge is fun- 
damentally different. Yet I think we’d all 
agree it does bear some resemblance. Once 
again we've got to find a way to square the 
responsibilities of world leadership with the 
requirements of domestic renewal. What we 
must do is find a way to maintain popular 
support for an active foreign policy and a 
strong defense in the absence of an over- 
riding single external threat to our Nation’s 
security and in the face of severe budgetary 
problems. In this post-cold-war world, ours 
is the wonderful, yet no less real or difficult 
challenge, really, of coping with success. 

This challenge is by no means unprece- 
dented. Think back to the era after World 
War I or the years in the immediate wake 
of World War II. In both instances, the 
American people were anxious to bring their 
victorious troops home, to focus their ener- 
gies on making the American dream a reality. 

Perhaps more instructive, though, are the 
differences between our reactions followin 
this century’s two great wars. After World 
War I, the United States retreated behind 
its oceans. We refused to support the League 
of Nations. We allowed our military forces 
to shrink and grow obsolete. We helped 
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international trade plummet, the victim of 
beggar-thy-neighbor protectionism. And we 
stood by and watched as Germany’s strug- 
gling democracy, the Weimar Republic, 
failed under the weight of reparations, pro- 
tectionism, and depression and gave way to 
the horror that we all know as the Third 
Reich. 

Likewise, our initial reaction to victory in 
World War II showed little learning. But gal- 
vanized by an emerging Communist threat 
— by an imperialist Soviet Union, 
the United States acted. NATO, the IMF, 
the World Bank, the Marshall plan, these and 
other institutions prove that Americans 
grasped the nature of the challenge and the 
need to respond. Our military was mod- 
ernized, free trade nourished, U.S. support 
for former adversaries Germany and Japan 
made generous. It was fitting that Dean Ach- 
eson titled his memoirs “Present at the Cre- 
ation”, for these years were truly creative. 

The result, as they say, is history. We kept 
the peace. We won the cold war. Democracy 
is on the march. Now, for the third time this 
century, we’ve emerged on the winning side 
of a war, the cold war, involving the great 
powers. And so, the question before us is the 
same: We have won the war, but are we pre- 
pared to secure the peace? 

That is the challenge that we must face. 
Yet already, there are voices across the politi- 
cal spectrum calling, in some cases shouting, 
for America to “come home, gut defense, 
spend the peace dividend, shut out foreign 
goods, slash foreign aid.” 

You all know the slogans. You all know the 
so-called solutions: Protectionism,  iso- 
lationism. But now we have the obligation, 
the responsibility to our children, to reject 
the false answers of isolation and protection, 
to heed history’s lessons. Turning our back 
on the world is simply no answer; I don’t 
care how difficult our economic problems are 
at home. To the contrary, the futures of the 
United States and the world are inextricably 
linked. 

Just why this is so could not be more clear. 
Yesterday we saw conflict, and today, yes, the 
world is a safer place. Yes, the Soviet 
Union—aggressive, looking outward—that 
we feared is no longer. But the successor Re- 
publics are still struggling to establish them- 
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selves as democracies, still struggling to make 
the transition to capitalism. We invested so 
much to win the cold war. We must invest 
what is necessary to win the peace. If we 
fail, we will create new and profound prob- 
lems for our —— and that of Europe and 
Asia. If we succeed, we strengthen democ- 
racy, we build new market economies, and 
in the process we create huge new markets 
for America. We must support reform, not 
only in Russia but throughout the former So- 
viet Union and Eastern Europe. 

As a former President, Richard Nixon is 
a prolific author. As President, he wrote a 
chapter that previewed the new world order. 
Today we are building on RN’s roots planted 
in Tel Aviv and Cairo and Moscow and 
Beijing. Look at the lands of the former So- 
viet Union, reaching out toward Western 
ways. Look at the fledgling democracies here 
in our own hemisphere. You talk about an 
exciting story, look what’s happening south 
of the Rio Grande, all moving towards de- 
mocracy except one. Look at Cambodia and 
its neighbors in Southeast Asia, yearning for 
an end to decades of violence, or at the his- 
toric peace process in the Middle East, one 
that holds out the hope of reconciling Israel 
and her Arab neighbors. Long way to go, but 
they’re talking. Look at a U.N. that may at 
long last be in a position to fulfill the vision 
of its founders. Look at Africa, the changes 
in South Africa. Look at the exciting changes 
in Angola or what happened in Zambia. The 
success of each depends on U.S. support and 
leadership. Look, too, at the threats that 
know no boundaries, these insidious threats 
like drugs and terrorism and disease and pol- 
lution and above all, the one that concerns 
me perhaps the most, the spread of a 
of mass destruction and the means to deliver 
them. They, too, will yield only to an America 
that is vigilant and that is strong. 

In the Nixon Library in Yorba Linda 
there’s a—I hope all of you have seen it; if 
you haven’t, you ought to do that—there’s 
a world leaders room, a room of giants who 
provided such leadership, Churchill and 
Chou En-Lai and Charles de Gaulle. Presi- 
dent Nixon not only knew the greatest states- 
men of the 20th century, he became one of 
them; like them, judged by disasters averted 
and dreams achieved. 
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A former aide once told of how President 
Nixon asked about a foreign policy speech. 
The aide shook his head. “Frankly,” he said, 
“it’s not going to set the world on fire.” Presi- 
dent Nixon shook his head. “That’s the whole 
object of our foreign policy,” he said almost 
to himself, “not to set the world on fire.” 
[Laughter] 

Yes, carrying out a leadership role in deter- 
mining the course of the emerging world is 
going to cost money. But like any insurance 
policy, the premium is modest compared to 
the potential cost of living in a warring and 
hostile world. Many in Congress today, per- 
haps for understandable reasons, domestic 
policy considerations, are calling for a peace 
dividend. They would have us slash defense 
spending far below the reduced levels that 
we have calculated would be prudent. This 
must be resisted. The United States must re- 
main ready and able to keep the peace; a 
well-trained, well-equipped military cannot 
simply be created overnight if and when the 
need arises. Anyone who has ever gone to 
war knows that peace is its own dividend. 

Those who would have us do less ignore 
the intimate interrelationship between over- 
seas developments and those here at home. 
If we had not resisted aggression in the Gulf 
a year ago, if we had not liberated Kuwait 
and defeated Iraq’s invading army, we would 
now be facing the economic consequences 
not of a mild recession but of a deep depres- 
sion brought on by Saddam Hussein’s control 
over the majority of the world’s oil. And I 
am absolutely certain—I expect we could get 
a good lively debate in this room of enor- 
mously intellectual people—but I am abso- 
lutely certain in my mind that if we had not 
moved against Saddam, he would be in Saudi 
Arabia today. The coalition would have fallen 
apart. He would be in Saudi Arabia, and we 
would be facing agony like we’ve never faced 
before in the history of our country. 

It is a pipedream to believe that we can 
somehow insulate our society or our econ- 
omy or our lives from the world beyond our 
borders. This is not meant to suggest that 
we should not do more here at home. Of 
course we should. But foreign policy, too, is 
a powerful determinant of the quality of life 


here at home. 
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Isolationism is not the only temptation we 
need to avoid. Protectionism is another siren 
song which will be difficult to resist. There 
are, indeed, many examples of unfair trade 
practices where U.S. firms get shut out of 
foreign government markets owing to trade 
barriers of one sort or another or owing to 
foreign government subsidies. But the way 
to bring down barriers abroad is not to raise 
them at home. In trade wars there are no 
winners, only losers. 

Export growth is a proven economic en- 
gine. We estimate every billion dollars in 
manufactured exports creates 20,000 jobs for 
Americans. And we should have no doubts 
about the ability of our workers and farmers 
to thrive in a competitive world. Our goal 
must be to increase, not restrict, trade. Opt- 
ing out, be it under the banner of protection 
or isolation, is nothing more than a recipe 
for weakness and, ultimately, for disaster. 
And that’s why I am so determined to do 
all I can to successfully conclude the Uruguay 
round, GATT, and to get a fair trade agree- 
ment with Mexico, the North American free 
trade agreement with Mexico and Canada. 
It is important to us; it creates jobs in the 
United States. 

Now, if I can choose a theme for you to 
take away from what I have to say tonight, 
it is this: There is no distinction between how 
we fare abroad and how we live at home. 
Foreign and domestic policy are but two 
sides of the same coin. True, we will not be 
able to lead abroad if we are not united and 
strong at home. But it is no less true that 
we will be unable to build the society we 
seek here at home in a world where military 
and economic warfare is the norm. 

Ladies and gentlemen, the responsibility 
for supporting an active foreign site is one 
for every American. But this task, in some 
ways, falls especially upon those in this room 
tonight. We are entering a world that prom- 
ises to be more rather than less complicated. 
I thought when we were facing an imperial 
Soviet communism that that was the most 
complicated of times. I don’t see it that way; 
more rather than less difficult to lead in this 
world. And again you have a special respon- 
sibility to — show the way, all of you. 


Mr. President, there have been literally 


millions of words written about you. As Presi- 
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dent Reagan said, some even have been true. 
But let me close with words that you used 
33 years ago in the kitchen in Moscow in 
that famous meeting with Khrushchev, 
former Premier Khrushchev. 

You describe the scene memorably in your 
last book, “Seize the Moment.” When Khru- 
shchev bragged that “Your grandchildren will 
live under communism,” you responded that 
his grandchildren would live in freedom. He 
was wrong, but at the time you weren’t sure 
you were right. Today, we know you were, 
just as you were right in helping build a safer, 
more peaceful world. 

As we look toward the future, the only 
thing that is certain is that it will bring a new 
world. Our task, our opportunity is to make 
it orderly, to build a new world order of 
peace, democracy, and prosperity. Let’s dedi- 
cate ourselves to making the most of this pre- 
cious opportunity, of this privilege. 

Thank you all very much. Mr. President, 
thank you, sir. It’s a joy being with you. And 
may God bless the United States. 


Note: The President spoke at 9:35 p.m. at 
the Four Seasons Hotel. In his remarks, he 
referred to James Schlesinger, chairman of 
the conference on “America’s Role in the 
Emerging World” sponsored by the Richard 
Nixon Library & Birthplace; Walter H. 
Annenberg, Gavin Herbert, and George 
Argyros, members of the library’s board of 
directors; Mr. Annenberg’s wife, Lee; Mr. 
Herbert’s wife, Ninetta; John H. Taylor, di- 
rector of the library; and Brian Crozier, Brit- 
ish biographer of Charles de Gaulle. A tape 
was not available for verification of the con- 
tent of these remarks. 


Remarks Prior to a Meeting With 
King Hussein of Jordan 


March 12, 1992 


Q. Mr. President, may we ask King Hus- 
sein whose side he’s on in the latest con- 
frontation with Iraq? 

The President. We agreed that we 
weren't going to take any questions, just be- 
cause we want to get into the business side. 
I just want to say here, though—I will say 
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this, that I am just delighted to see His Maj- 
esty again. For years we've had strong rela- 
tions with Jordan. We know there were dif- 
ficulties. He is my friend, and I welcome him 
back here. 

And I might point out, in a positive way, 
that Jordan a taken a very courageous and 
forthright position on the peace talks, rec- 
ognizing we should talk for peace. And now 
we want to develop more on that and talk 
more about that. So, we’re looking to the fu- 
ture. And I’m very pleased he’s here. And 
I hope that will—it didn’t exactly answer your 
question, but we’re not going to take ques- 
tions. And I just want to make sure that peo- 
ple know across this country how pleased I 
am to see His Majesty again. 

Thank you all very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 11:05 a.m. in 
the Oval Office at the White House. A tape 
was not available for verification of the con- 
tent of these remarks. 


Statement by Press Secret 
Fitzwater on the President’s Meeting 
With King Hussein of Jordan 


March 12, 1992 


The President and King Hussein met for 
approximately one hour in the Oval Office. 
Also attending the meeting were Secretary 
Baker, General Scowcroft, and Jordanian 
Prime Minister Bin Shakir. Following the 
meeting, the President and the King, and 
their respective staffs, had a working lunch 
in the Residence. 

There was considerable discussion of the 
peace process. The President stressed the 
importance of all parties continuing to par- 
ticipate in the Madrid process. The two 
agreed to continue to consult closely, both 
about ways to solve remaining procedural is- 
sues affecting both the bilateral and multilat- 
eral talks and on how best to advance the 
peace process more generally. 

On the question of Iraq, the two leaders 
agreed on the importance of full Iraqi com- 
pliance with all Security Council resolutions. 
King Hussein said that Jordan would con- 
tinue to do its part. President Bush and King 
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Hussein also agreed that the United States 
and Jordan would continue to consult closely 
on questions relating to Iraq and the Gulf 
war aftermath. 

King Hussein also raised the matter of Jor- 
dan’s economic situation, which has been 
made more difficult by the more than 
300,000 men, women, and children who have 
entered Jordan from the Gulf. The President 
told the King that the United States would 
continue to to what it could to help Jordan, 
both directly and via international financial 
institutions. 


Remarks to Recipients of the 
Presidential Secondary Awards for 
Excellence in Science and Math 
Teaching 


March 12, 1992 


Welcome to the chilly Rose Garden. I 
don’t know whose idea this was, but—[laugh- 
ter]. In any event, we are just delighted to 
have you all here. And it’s great to see Lynn 
Martin, our Secretary of Labor; Dr. Massey; 
Dr. Wong; and most of all, let me welcome 
108 very special men and women chosen 
from over one-quarter of a million secondary 
teachers in their fields. And congratulations 
to all of you in receiving this Nation’s highest 
honor for math and science teachers. 

As teachers, you know firsthand what the 
spirit of innovation has brought to this coun- 
try, though we're not always ready for 
change. Sometimes I think that if Edison 
were to invent the light bulb today, news- 
papers would headline the story “Candle In- 
dustry Threatened.” [Laughter] The one I 
like best, though, was one Lyndon Johnson 
used to tell about. Pointing down to the Poto- 
mac, he said, “If I walked across the Poto- 
mac, the press would say ‘LBJ can’t swim.’” 
[Laughter] 

You have shown the kind of excellence that 
will help this country meet the ambitious 
goals that we’ve set for our Nation in this 
America 2000 education strategy, goals wor- 
thy of the talent you have and of the potential 
of these wonderful young kids that you teach. 
We know we've got to be competitive in math 
and science in a changing world. Our eco- 


Mar. 12 / Administration of George Bush, 1992 


nomic health, our economic strength, our 
survival, depend on how we educate our- 
selves to face the challenges of the next cen- 
tury. We've called on our kids to be number 
one in the world in your subjects by the turn 
of the century. And it’s teachers like you who 
will help us reach our goal, set an example, 
and help America to excel. 

As you know, we’re helping to develop 
world-class standards for national assessment 
in five core areas, including math and 
science. And we’ve set a deadline for the first 
phase of the American Achievement Test, 
the start of the 1993-94 school year. 

All told, we have requested more than $2 
billion in Federal spending on math and 
science education for next year’s budget. And 
if my math is correct—and with this crowd 
it better be—[laughter|—$768 million of 
that is for pre-college. That’s an increase of 
123 percent in the last 3 years. 

But I believe that the single most impor- 
tant thing we in the Federal Government can 
do is to simply help you do your jobs. For 
instance, also in next year’s budget, I have 
proposed an expanded program of federally 
assisted training for math and science teach- 
ers, in part using Federal labs, Federal lab- 
oratories and Federal personnel. Innovations 
like this will help us create a world-class 
corps of teachers. 

We also want to bring new technology into 
the classroom, so that kids can interact with 
astronauts and explorers and scientists; so 
rural schools can have access to state-of-the- 
art resources; and so all American kids can 
be exposed to the cutting edge technologies 
and ideas that will shape their future. 

The Federal Government can do a lot. We 
can do an awful lot, but we cannot do it all. 
Real excellence demands commitment from 
everyone in every community as we work to 
create a new generation of American schools. 
And together, we are literally going to 
reinvent the American school community by 
community, neighborhood by neighborhood, 
all across this country. You’re showing us the 
way. You're leading. You’re showing how we 
can break the mold, take our bearings by 
what works. And you're here today because 
you re not afraid to reach for excellence. And 
that’s why I salute you all. 
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I salute winners like Julie Csongor, of 
Philadelphia—where’s Julie? Somewhere, 
right there—who fled the persecution of her 
native Hungary, unable to speak English. 
And now she gives of herself to a generation 
of American kids. And listen to this; she says, 
“T have my cake in my classroom every day. 
This award is the icing.” Welcome and con- 
gratulations. Well, I salute you, and I envy 
you. And you share in our kids’ sheer joy of 
learning, of making something work, of un- 
derstanding the world. 

Think of the scientist or engineer who will 
one day discover the cure for cancer or who 
will use technology to push back the frontiers 
of space, maybe wipe out hunger. Today that 
man or woman is a student, maybe in your 
classroom. A kid who will catch a spark from 
you, a spark that will change his life, change 
her world. That’s your gift. A teacher affects 
a lifetime. 

I’m proud to be with you all here today 
because you demonstrate what it will take 
to make our students the best in the world. 
You encourage students by giving them di- 
rect hands-on experience. You foster curios- 
ity not just in your students but also in their 
parents and in your colleagues. You still have 
the joy of discovery, the excitement of opti- 
mism. And you still ask questions and try new 
ways. Above all, you believe in your students 
and in the future of this country. And that 
is the spirit we all need. 

We all know the real rewards of teaching 
aren't their certificates that you received 
here, but they are something much more im- 
portant. Sir Thomas More described it in the 
play “A Man For All Seasons.” At one point, 
he suggests to a young man that he would 
make a fine teacher. “And if I was,” the boy 
asks, “well, who would know about it?” And 
Sir Thomas replies, “You, your pupils, your 
friends, God; not a bad public, that.” 

Well, thank you all so much for what you 
do for the young people of this country. 
Thank you for your excellence. And on behalf 
of a very grateful country, let me just extend 
my personal thanks also. Keep up the good 
work and the good works. And may God bless 
you all. And now get out of this cold so you 
can thaw out. Thank you all for being here. 
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Note: The President spoke at 2:33 p.m. in 
the Rose Garden at the White House. In his 
remarks, he referred to Dr. Walter E. 
Massey, Director of the National Science 
Foundation; Dr. Eugene Wong, Associate Di- 
rector for Physical Science and Engineering 
in the Office of Science and Technology Pol- 
icy in the Executive Office of the President; 
and Julie Csongor, a geometry and calculus 
teacher at St. Maria Goretti High School in 
Philadelphia, PA. A tape was not available 
for verification of the content of these re- 
ma 


Remarks to the National Conference 
of State Legislatures 


March 12, 1992 


Let me salute those who preceded me. I 
guess—has Dick Cheney been over here yet? 
And Sam Skinner, our Chief of Staff. And 
then the piece de résistance, our fabulous 
Secretary of HHS, Lou Sullivan, who is, I 
mean that, he’s just doing a superb job for 
the country. But I’m pleased to be here. I 
remember last year being unable to show up. 
I think it was the aftermath of the storm, 
of Desert Storm. But I’m glad to be here, 
glad to see Bud Burke and Bill Pound and 
Bob Connor and Terry Anderson is just 
greeting us. 

And last year, I think I owe you an apology 
for that. That Desert Storm, I think, was a 
triumph for our country. And I still believe 
that it holds an enduring lesson for how we 
in Government can get things done. It’s dif- 
ferent, but there’s some lessons that apply. 
We saw a challenge; we met it with ale 
The subject, as you will recall, was debated 
vigorously. And our duty as Americans—I 
think the country came together, seeing that 
our duty demanded nothing less than the ac- 
tion. But when the time came to act, par- 
tisanship was laid aside, and we put an end 
to the squabbling. And the job got done, and 
Kuwait was liberated. 

Incidentally, it is my judgment that that 
action, and I salute the people that partici- 
pated in it, really restored credibility to the 
United States all around the world. I see it 
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every single day that I interact with these 
foreign leaders. 

So now I don’t have to tell you all who 
are on the firing lines in your various States 
that we face a great challenge again today. 
We're in tough economic times. We owe it 
to our country to do all in our power to get 
the economy moving. I am not gloomy about 
that, incidentally. Retail sales figures today 
were good. We've got some fundamentals 
that are getting in place, such as interest rates 
and inflation, that could be the forerunners 
of a very good recovery. But we've got to 
do something. So I take this getting the econ- 
omy moving very seriously. 

I don’t believe there’s any one single magic 
wand that can be waved to accelerate recov- 
ery. But I also know that by taking just a 
few commonsense steps and taking them 
now, we can stimulate investment, help 
struggling businesses back to their feet, and 
put Americans to work. 

And what will happen if we can do what 
I’m about to suggest to you, I think you’re 
going to see a rapid restoration of confidence. 
One of the great problems we have in this 
country today is, even though unemploy- 
ment, for example, is statistically far lower 
than it was 10 years ago in the recession of 
’82, the confidence isn’t there. And I think 
that what I’m about to suggest would restore 
confidence if they saw that these things were 
going to be put into effect. 

To free up investment capital, we’ve asked 
for a new investment tax credit. It’s a tax al- 
lowance, really. And what it does is speed 
up depreciation on the front end and would 
encourage, therefore, the purchase of new 
capital equipment, which obviously means 
jobs. I still favor, strongly favor, a cut in the 
capital gains tax. I think that would create 
jobs. And I also think that would restore con- 
fidence. We remember that both Houses had 
a majority for that—Democrats and Repub- 
licans supporting it a couple of years ago. We 
could never get it to a vote. 

On the housing industry, and I’m sure 
many are familiar with this one, we’ve asked 
for a $5,000 tax credit and that would be for 
the first-time homebuyers, and penalty-free 
withdrawals from IRA’s for the first-time 
homebuyers. The homebuilders have enor- 
mously high estimates as to what the credit 
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itself would do for the homebuying business. 
So I think these would have a stimulative ef- 
fect. 

When I submitted this plan to the Con- 
gress, I asked them, as you remember, to put 
aside the partisanship and try to get some 
action, pass it in 52 days. We set a deadline: 
March 20th. And so now we’re back in the 
political wars, and they’re fixing to send me 
a package that I simply cannot and will not 
sign. And there is a massive increase in taxes 
on that package. And I fully believe that a 
tax increase here would be a disaster for the 
economy. I think it would hurt our future 
competitiveness. 

And I think that Congress—I don’t think 
they will, but they ought not to doubt my 
resolve on this particular veto because if they 
send that tax-and-spend plan down here, I 
have to veto it, send it back. And then pos- 
sibly in the Senate we can get action because 
some of the—I know we've got a bipartisan 
group here—but some of the Democrat in- 
centives are very close to what we’re suggest- 
ing here. And if we can narrow this package 
down and just go for the incentives, then 
when we get into all this campaign stuff, we 
can debate whether you need a middle-in- 
come tax or a tax break on the rich or a tax 
increase on the rich or whatever it is. So, 
I’m going to keep trying very hard to keep 
the focus on these incentives. 

I know that you feel, and I know I feel, 
that people are tired of the business-as-usual 
from Washington. And I know it’s burdening 
some of your State capitols, too. In that area, 
I’m talking, business-as-usual, I’m talking 
about these unfunded mandates. 

Every time I meet with the Governors or 
legislators, they say, “Please help us keep 
Congress from inflicting mandates on us. 
Give us the flexibility. We might have a bet- 
ter answer in Mobile than they do in Moline, 
so let us try it our way.” And I understand 
what happens when an unfunded mandate 
drops in on you from Washington. You've got 
to find the money if you want to participate 
in it to pay for somebody else’s wish list, ei- 
ther by cutting out programs that you have 
on the books that you feel might be better 
or raising taxes at the local level. In other 
words, Washington takes the credit, and you 
end up taking the heat. 
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And this message has been drilled home 
to me over and over again. And I think these 
mandates are irresponsible, and they cut 
right to the heart of | the Federal system. So 
I've told the Congress if they pass a mandate, 
they just simply cannot pass the buck. 
They've got to pay for it without a tax in- 
crease. 

Then there’s one other front in our fight 
to restore federalism. More than a year ago— 
and I know you all have been helpful working 
with us on this, and we’re very grateful— 
we proposed a $15 billion block grant for the 
States because I believe that States are the 
laboratories of democracy. And you need and 
your constituents need the flexibility and the 
freedom to experiment, the freedom and 
flexibility that this grant would permit. 

And the conference has been invaluable, 
your conference, in helping get this proposal 
in shape. We introduced it last year, but 
we're going to be introducing to Congress 
soon, again. And I call on them to give it 
swift consideration. 

The key, we all know this, is working to- 
gether: Republicans and Democrats, the 
Federal and State governments, the legisla- 
tive and executive branches. And I would be 
the first to confess that I understand the 
pressures of an election year. But we know 
what we can do in those moments when we 
can set partisanship aside. And I think that’s 
what the American people are calling out for 
right now. And we must not let them down. 

So, again, my thanks to you all for your 
support of this block—for those of you who 
are supporting this block grant concept, help- 
ing us fend off more and more mandates 
from the Congress, and those who are with 
us in the idea that what we need for this 
economy now is something that will in a 
laserlike way stimulate an economy that is 
really ready to move and really ready to re- 
cover. 

I really do thank you. And I hope this 
hasn’t been too inconvenient, off and on 
again on the schedule. But I’m off early in 
the morning. And I just looked forward to 
having a chance to at least drop in and say 
hello. So thank you all very, very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 5:12 p.m. in 
Room 450 of the Old Executive Office Build- 
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ing. In his remarks, he referred to the fol- 
lowing officers of the National Conference of 
State Legislatures: Paul (Bud) Burke, presi- 
dent; Robert Connor, executive director; Wil- 
liam Pound, chairman; and Terry Anderson, 


staff chairman. 


Proclamation 6411—To Amend the 
Generalized System of Preferences 


March 12, 1992 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


1. Pursuant to section 504(a)(1) of the 
Trade Act of 1974, as amended (the 1974 
Act) (19 U.S.C. 2464(a)(1)), the President 
may withdraw, suspend, or limit the applica- 
tion of the duty-free treatment afforded 
under the Generalized System of Pref- 
erences (GSP) with respect to any article or 
any country after pater the factors set 
forth in sections 501 and 502(c) of the 1974 
Act (19 U.S.C. 2461 and 2462(c)). Accord- 
ingly, after taking into account the factors set 
forth in sections 501 and 502(c) of the 1974 
Act, I have determined that it is appropriate 
to withdraw the duty-free treatment afforded 
under the GSP to imports from Malaysia of 
vulcanized rubber thread and cord provided 
for in heading 4007.00.00 of the Harmonized 
Tariff Schedule of the United States (HTS). 

2. Section 604 of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 
2483) authorizes the President to embody in 
the HTS the substance of the provisions of 
that Act, and of other acts affecting import 
treatment, and actions thereunder. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, acting 
under the authority vested in me by the Con- 
stitution and the laws of the United States 
of America, including but not limited to sec- 
tions 501, 502(c), 504(a)(1), and 604 of the 
1974 Act, do proclaim that: 

(1) In order to provide that Malaysia 
should no longer be treated as beneficiary 
developing country with respect to HTS 
heading 4007.00.00 for purposes of the GSP, 
the Rates of Duty 1-Special subcolumn for 
HTS heading 4007.00.00 is modified: (i) by 
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deleting the symbol “A” in parentheses, and 
(ii) by inserting the symbol “A*” in lieu 
thereof. 

(2) In order to provide that Malaysia 
should no longer be treated as a beneficiary 
developing country with respect to HTS 
heading 4007.00.00 for purposes of the GSP, 
general note 3(c)(ii)(D) to the HTS is modi- 
fied by adding, in numerical sequence, 
“4007.00.00 Malaysia”. 

(3) Any provisions of previous proclama- 
tions and Executive orders inconsistent with 
the provisions of this proclamation are here- 
by superseded to the extent of such inconsist- 
ency. 

(4) The modifications to the HTS made 
by paragraphs (1) and (2) of this proclama- 
tion shall be effective with respect to articles 
both: (i) imported on or after January 1, 
1976, and (ii) entered, or withdrawn from 
warehouse for consumption, on or after 15 
days after the date of publication of this proc- 
lamation in the Federal Register. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twelfth day of March, in the 
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine- 
ty-two, and of the Independence of the Unit- 
ed States of America the two hundred and 
sixteenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
3:14 p.m., March 12, 1992] 


Note: This proclamation was published in 
the Federal Register on March 16. 


Executive Order 12792—National 
Commission on America’s Urban 


Families 
March 12, 1992 


By the authority vested in me as President 
by the Constitution and the laws of the Unit- 
ed States of America, and in order to estab- 
lish, in accordance with the provisions of the 
Federal Advisory Committee Act, as amend- 
ed (5 U.S.C. App. 2), a commission on Amer- 
ica’s urban families, it is hereby ordered as 
follows: 
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Section 1. Establishment. (a) There is es- 
tablished the National Commission on Amer- 
ica’s Urban Families (“Commission”). The 
Commission shall be composed of up to eight 
members appointed by the President. 

(b) The President shall appoint a Chair- 
man and Co-chairman from among the mem- 
bers of the Commission. The Chairman shall 
appoint an Executive Director. 

Sec. 2. Functions. (a) The Commission 
shall: 

e examine the current condition of urban 

families; 

consider how existing government poli- 
cies and programs support or weaken 
the urban family structure; 

evaluate the potential for integrating the 
delivery of government services in ways 
to strengthen urban families; 

identify State, local, and Federal pro- 
grams that have been successful in pre- 
serving and strengthening urban fami- 
lies; 

— ways to improve rivate/non- 
profit efforts to preserve and strengthen 
urban families; and 

provide appropriate recommendations 
for government policies and programs 
and for actions by other institutions to 
strengthen families living in urban 
areas. 

(b) The Commission shall make its report 
to the President on or before December 31, 
1992. 

Sec. 3. Administration. (a) The heads of 
executive agencies shall, to the extent per- 
mitted by law, provide the Commission such 
information as it may require for the purpose 
of carrying out its functions. 

(b) Members of the Commission shall 
serve without any compensation for their 
work on the Commission. However, they 
shall be entitled to travel expenses, including 
per diem in lieu of subsistence, as authorized 
for persons serving intermittently in the Gov- 
ernment service (5 U.S.C. 5701-5707 and 5 
U.S.C. App. 2, 7(d)). The Executive Director 
shall be compensated at a rate of pay not 
to exceed the maximum allowable under sec- 
tion 7(d)(1)(A) of the Federal Advisory Com- 
mittee Act, as amended. 

(c) The Department of Health and Human 
Services shall provide the Commission with 
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administrative services, facilities, staff, and 
other support services necessary for the per- 
formance of its functions. Funds for the op- 
eration of the Commission shall be provided 
by the Department of Health and Human 
Services. 

(d) Notwithstanding any other Executive 
order, the functions of the President under 
the Federal Advisory Committee Act, as 
amended, which are applicable to the Com- 
mission, except that of reporting to the Con- 
gress, shall be performed by the Secretary 
of Health and Human Services in accordance 
with guidelines issued by the Administrator 
of General Services. 

e) The Commission shall terminate 30 
days after submitting its report 

George Bush 
The White House, 
March 12, 1992. 
[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
11:07 a.m., March 13, 1992] 


Note: This Executive order was published in 
the Federal Register on March 16. 


meee on the Observance of St. 


Patrick’s Day 
March 12, 1992 


It gives me great pleasure to send greet- 
ings to all those who are celebrating St. Pat- 
rick’s Day. 

When we reflect on the extraordinary life 
and lasting influence of St. Patrick, it is easy 
to understand why the observance of this day 
has become a cherished annual tradition, in 
the Emerald Isle and wherever the sons and 
daughters of Erin have made their home. 

Although St. Patrick originally came to Ire- 
land as a captive of pirates and spent six years 
in slavery before his daring escape by sea, 
he later returned and became one of the 
greatest figures in the history of the Celtic 
peoples. The man who once described him- 
self as “the least of all the faithful” bravely 
made his way back to Ireland to bring Chris- 
tianity to the island’s inhabitants. Through St. 
Patrick’s influence, the Celtic people added 
to their ancient history and culture a new 
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and even richer legacy of spiritual faith and 
human values. 

Today, the Irish heritage is as grand as the 
many stories and legends that have been in- 
spired by the life of St. Patrick. That is why, 
on March 17th, we not only remember a be- 
loved saint but also celebrate the many con- 
tributions that Irish Americans have made to 
this country, through their unique traditions 
and folklore and through their many accom- 
plishments in civic and political life. These 
have been evident from the earliest days of 
our Republic, when nine men of Irish origin 
joined in signing the Declaration of Indi - 
pendence. This is a fitting time to salute 
them and all who have followed them in car- 
rying forward the hard work of freedom. 

Barbara joins me in wishing all Irish Amer- 
icans, actual and honorary, a very happy St. 
Patrick’s Day. God bless you. 


George Bush 


Statement on Signing the Torture 
Victim Protection Act of 1991 


March 12, 1992 


Today I am signing into law H.R. 2092, 
the “Torture Victim Protection Act of 1991,” 
because of my strong and continuing com- 
mitment to advancing respect for and protec- 
tion of human rights throughout the world. 
The United States must continue its vigorous 
efforts to bring the practice of torture and 
other gross abuses of human rights to an end 
wherever they occur. 

I regret that the legislation proposed by 
the Administration to implement the United 
Nations Convention Against Torture and 
Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treat- 
ment or Punishment has not yet been en- 
acted. This proposed implementing legisla- 
tion would provide a — and more effec- 
tive response to the problem, putting in place 
for torturers the same international “extra- 
dite or prosecute” regime we have for terror- 
ists. The Senate gave its advice and consent 
to the Torture Convention on October 27, 
1990, but the United States cannot proceed 
to become a party until the necessary imple- 
menting legislation is in place. I again call 
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upon the Congress to take prompt action to 
approve the Torture Convention implement- 
ing legislation. 


I note that H.R. 2092 does not help to 
implement the Torture Convention and does 
present a number of potential problems 
about which the Administration has ex- 
pressed concern in the past. This legislation 
concerns acts of torture and extrajudicial kill- 
ing committed overseas by foreign individ- 
uals. With rare exceptions, the victims of 
these acts will be foreign citizens. There is 
thus a danger that U.S. courts may become 
embroiled in difficult and sensitive disputes 
in other countries, and possibly ill-founded 
or politically motivated suits, which have 
nothing to do with the United States and 
which offer little prospect of successful re- 
covery. 


Such potential abuse of this statute un- 
doubtedly would give rise to serious frictions 
in international relations and would also be 
a waste of our own limited and already over- 
burdened judicial resources. As I have noted 
in connection with my own Civil Justice Re- 
form Initiative, there is too much litigation 
at present even by Americans against Ameri- 
cans. The expansion of litigation by aliens 
against aliens is a matter that must be ap- 
proached with prudence and restraint. It is 
to be hoped that U.S. courts will be able to 
avoid these dangers by sound construction 
of the statute and the wise application of rel- 
evant legal procedures and principles. 


These potential dangers, however, do not 
concern the fundamental goals that this legis- 
lation seeks to advance. In this new era, in 
which countries throughout the world are 
turning to democratic institutions and the 
rule of law, we must maintain and strengthen 
our commitment to ensuring that human 
rights are respected everywhere. I again call 
upon the Congress to make a real con- 
tribution to the Rght against torture by enact- 
ing the implementing legislation for the Tor- 
ture Convention so that we can finally ratify 
that important treaty. 


Finally, I must note that I am signing the 
bill based on my understanding that the Act 
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does not permit suits for alleged human 
rights violations in the context of United 
States military operations abroad or law en- 
forcement actions. Because the Act permits 
suits based only on actions “under actual or 
apparent authority, or color of law, of any 
foreign nation,” I do not believe it is the Con- 
gress’ intent that H.R. 2092 should apply to 
United States Armed Forces or law enforce- 
ment operations, which are always carried 
out under the authority of United States law. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
March 12, 1992. 


Note: H.R. 2092, approved March 12, was 
assigned Public Law No. 102-256. 


Nomination of Vicki Ann O’Meara To 
Be an Assistant Attorney General 


March 12, 1992 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Vicki Ann O’Meara, of IIli- 
nois, to be an Assistant Attorney General for 
Land and Natural Resources at the U.S. De- 
partment of Justice. She would succeed Rich- 
ard Burleson Stewart. 


Since 1988, Ms. O’Meara has served as a 
partner with the law firm of Jones, Day, 
Reavis & Pogue in Chicago, IL. Prior to this, 
she served as Deputy General Counsel for 
Litigation and Regional Operations at the 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency in 
Washington, DC, 1987-1988; and as a Spe- 
cial Assistant to the White House Counsel, 
1986-1987. 


Ms. O’Meara graduated from Cornell Uni- 
versity (B.A., 1979); Northwestern University 
Law School (J.D. 1982); and George Wash- 
ington University (M.A., 1987). She was born 
May 13, 1957, in Minneapolis, MN. Ms. 
O’Meara served in the United States Army, 
1982-1986. She has one child and resides in 
Evanston, IL. 
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Statement by Press Secretary 
Fitzwater on the President’s 
Telephone Conversation With Prime 
Minister Suleyman Demirel of 
Turkey 


March 12, 1992 


The President spoke with Prime Minister 
Demirel of Turkey today on the escalating 
crisis between Armenia and Azerbaijan. The 
President is concerned about the situation in 
Nagorno-Karabakh and calls on the parties 
to declare an immediate cease-fire so that 
they can attempt to resolve their differences 
peacefully. 

The involvement of the CSCE in the crisis 
in Nagorno-Karabakh reflects the deep con- 
cern of the international community about 
the violence that threatens to scar this region 
for generations to come. The parties must 
not seek to gain a temporary military advan- 
tage during a time of great uncertainty and 
heightened tensions. We call on them to ex- 
ercise restraint even in the face of apparent 
provocation. The bloodshed must end. 

The United States joins Turkey, Russia, 
and other countries in calling for an imme- 
diate cease-fire and for Armenia and Azer- 
baijan to cooperate with the CSCE to put 
a peaceful end to this growing tragedy. 


Remarks on Arrival in Battle Creek, 
Michigan 


March 13, 1992 


Thank you for the warm welcome on a 
cold, cold day. And I am delighted to be here, 
very pleased to be back in this State at the 
side of our great friend and Governor, John 
Engler, longtime supporter. And thank you 
very, very much for this welcome on this cold 
day. 

My request is to go to those polls on Tues- 
day and give me 4 more years to lead this 
country out of this problem and keep our 
number one leadership in the world. We are 
the best. And now we've got to bring this 
economy in Michigan around and continue 
to lead the whole world. 

Thank you all very, very much. 
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Note: The President spoke at 9 a.m. at W.K. 
Kellogg Regional Airport. 


Remarks to Stryker Corporation 
+ prvedbones96 Michigan 


Employees in 
March 13, 1992 


Thank you, John Brown, for those kind 
words and that warm welcome. And may I 
just say to you how inspirational my little tour 
through this plant has been for me, seeing 
not only the spirit of this wonderful work 
force but getting to kick the tires on some 
of the most advanced technology in the 
health care field and to begin to understand 
it better. And so, I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank each of the people along 
the line that were so hospitable, welcoming 
me and our associates here today. 

May I single out the mayor who is gra- 
ciously here today, Mayor Beverly Moore, 
and thank her for being here; and thank 
John, of course, and David Simpson and Si 
Johnson, Harry Carmitchel for the tour. And 
I’m pleased to, of course, be with my old 
friend John Engler, the Governor of this 
great State, and another man doing a fine 
job, and that’s Congressman Fred Upton, all 
here with us today. And may I salute also 
the CEO council who I understand has been 
introduced. And I said, “Who do I thank for 
the music?” And they said, “Don't, it’s played 
on tape.” So, nevertheless, here I am. 

But really what we wanted to do was to 
come here today and salute an outstanding 
group of competitors in one of our leading- 
edge industries. Stryker is celebrated across 
the Nation and around the world for the 
quality of your work and the excellence of 
the management, the way it’s handled. You're 
leaders in an innovative industry that makes 
our country proud. 

And so let me offer a personal note. I’m 
a grandfather, yes, and time after time in re- 
cent years I’ve seen modern medical devices 
work miracles for other grandparents. I’ve 
seen grandparents who had been hobbled for 
years with arthritis. Now they’re running and 
playing again, and those miracles are results 
of advances that your industry has made with 
these artificial joints. 
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I’m proud of how you at Stryker have gone 
abroad and captured new markets, John re- 
ferred to this, but you’ve captured new mar- 
kets for these high-quality American prod- 
ucts. Exports as a portion of your sales, as 
the Governor mentioned, have risen steadily. 
They now account for almost one-third of 
your total sales. You have increased numbers 
of customers in Canada and Mexico and Eu- 
rope, and you are the number one seller, I 
am told, the number one seller of artificial 
hips in Japan. Don’t tell me the American 
worker can’t compete with the Japanese. 

And the bottom line is this industry is 
growing and creating good jobs for Ameri- 
cans because you give as good as you get. 
The health care technology industry, which 
is made up mostly of smaller companies like 
Stryker, invests an average of 6.3 percent of 
revenues in R&D, in research and develop- 
ment. That is nearly double, nearly double 
the national manufacturing average. 

Your industry alone provides our great 
country with a favorable balance of foreign 
trade of almost $3 billion. You’re solid proof 
that when that playing field is level, when 
you have access to the other guy’s market, 
American workers can outthink, outperform, 
and outproduce anyone, anyplace in the 
world. 

Some people simply don’t get it. They see 
the challenges of the global economy and 
they say, “Let’s draw the blinds, bolt the 
doors; maybe the whole world will go away.” 
They push protectionism which really means 
surrendering, surrendering our growth and 
surrendering our excellence. 

The defeatists may carp, but over time 
they're going to become irrelevant. The fu- 
ture belongs to those who have the will to 
compete. And for my part, I will continue 
working with you to open up new markets 
wherever they are, Mexico, South America, 
all around the globe. I’m also working ur- 
gently for a climate more favorable for pros- 
perity at home. 

I know that people are hurting out there. 
People that have jobs are worried about 
them. But later today I’m going to be talking 
to the Economic Club there at Detroit, and 
I'll go into greater detail about an economic 
growth plan that I’ve challenged Congress to 
pass by March 20th, one week from now. We 
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need new incentives; we need new incentives 
to get this economy moving. And I’m talking 
about an investment tax allowance. It sounds 
complicated, but what that means is speeding 
up depreciation on new equipment so people 
can go out and buy new capital items for their 
plants. 

We need to get real estate up and running, 
and that means Congress should pass my 
$5,000 tax credit for those first-time home- 
buyers, the young family that wants to buy 
a home. Five thousand dollars would help, 
and it would stimulate the homebuilding in- 
dustry. And they ought to pass that. That’s 
not a political thing. It’s something that will 
help the economy right now. 

We need to reward the risktakers, those 
who create new jobs. And I still feel the way 
to create new jobs is to cut the tax on capital 
gains and stimulate new investment. And 
you're seeing this. We're competing with 
Japan; Japan taxes capital gains at 1 percent. 
Germany, I believe, is zero. And we're up 
there in the stratosphere. It’s simply not right 
to people out there thinking, “How do I start 
a new business?” 

I’d like to spend the rest of this brief time 
here today talking about another battle, and 
that’s the battle against excessive regulation. 
A level playing field, I mentioned, outside 
the United States, that’s fine; that’s well and 
good. But you'll never reach it if you have 
to run yourselves to exhaustion right here at 
home on an uphill treadmill of overzealous 
regulators. 

In my State of the Union we put on a 90- 
day freeze on all proposed and existing Fed- 
eral regulations, the ones that could affect 
economic growth. As much as possible, we’re 
now speeding up rules that will help growth 
and halting rules that would harm the econ- 
omy, set back this fragile economy. 

I’m very concerned about the health tech- 
nology business, the well-being of that busi- 
ness. Our whole future, as I look at it and 
what it’s going to take to move briskly into 
the next century, is the high innovative tech 
industries like yours. The Commerce De- 
partment recently reported that America’s 
health technology dehy is the strongest 
in the entire world, but that if current politi- 
cal and economic trends continue, it would 
slip behind European and Asian competitors 
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by the end of this decade. And need I say 
what one of those negative trends is? And 
that is Government regulation. 

Overregulation here in the United States 
can give foreign corporations an advantage 
over American firms. It also can drive U.S. 
businesses to move factories and jobs over- 
seas. Recently, because of heavy regulation, 
the number of approvals of new medical de- 
vices has dropped dramatically. 

Let me assure you: I am determined to 
roll back the tide of overregulation. After the 
90-day freeze, I’m going to introduce what 
legislation it takes to change this, reform leg- 
islation to correct unreasonable rules we 
can’t change simply through Executive ac- 
tion. And I will have to go to that Congress 
and challenge them to undo some of this reg- 
ulatory knot that they've tied across the 
American economy. And I'll fight those lib- 
erals in the Congress who try to impose new 
and unreasonable burdens on America’s live- 
lihood. You know, if Congress sends me any 
more legislation with excessive regulation in 
it, I am going to have to veto it, and I will 
veto it as soon as it hits my desk. We need 
to free up businesses like this, not tie their 
hands anymore. 

As long as I’m the President, I’m going 
to work to cut needless redtape. We've got 
to get the lifesaving drugs and devices to 
those who need them. Regulation of the heal- 
ing arts and health technologies have got to 
respond to patients’ needs and must be based 
on sound science, not on ideological politics 
or scare tactics. 

And we need to heal something else, a 
legal system that is emptying our wallets and 
tearing our society apart. That’s why I'd love 
to have your support for proposals to reform 
the liability system and the civil justice sys- 
tem. You know how the epidemic of lawsuits 
has become: neighbor suing neighbor, guys 
coaching Little League afraid to coach be- 
cause of a lawsuit being filed at them. “You 
don’t put the kid at first base, I’m going to 
sue you.” I mean, it’s not right; it’s not fair. 
And we've overdone it, saying nothing of doc- 
tors who are pulling back eae of mal- 
practice suits filed against them. I want to 
be the President of a country where people 
spend more time helping each other than 
they do suing each other. 
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And the very last point: Our economy is 
going to be strong as long as it’s free. That’s 
the lesson that I’ve taken away from this, that 
I'll be taking away from this plant here at 
Stryker. You have learned that in the markets 
at home and around the world. It’s a prin- 
ciple that we’ve got to redouble the efforts 
in fighting for. In my go-rounds with Con- 
gress and as Chief Executive of the Depart- 
ments and Agencies that — American 
business, I’m going to try to do just that. 

Let me say in conclusion, it’s a joy to be 
here, not just simply a joy to be outside of 
what we call the beltway, Washington, DC. 
It really is. And when I come to a place like 
this and I see what you all are doing, I have 
a reaffirmation in my heart that this country 
is still the freest, the greatest, the fairest 
country on the face of the Earth. 

We are the leader of the free world. We 
are the leader. Your kids and my grandkids 
don’t go to bed today worrying as much as 
they used to about nuclear weapons. They 
have a feeling that we’ve done something big, 
and we've done it by leading, standing up 
to aggression and leading the world. And now 
let’s take that same talent, bring it to bear 
on this economy, get it moving again, and 
reestablish our economy as the number one 
in the world. 

Thank you all very, very much. Thank you. 


Note: The President spoke at 10:24 a.m. in 
the medical division of Stryker Corp. In his 
remarks, he referred to the following cor- 
poration officers: John W. Brown, chairman, 
president, and chief executive officer; David 
J. Simpson, vice president and chief financial 
officer; Stephen (Si) Johnson, executive vice 
president; and Harry E. Carmitchel, presi- 
dent of the medical division. A tape was not 
available for verification of the content of 
these remarks. 


Remarks to the Economic Club of 
Detroit in Detroit, Michigan 


March 13, 1992 


The President. Please be seated, and 
thank you for that warm Michigan welcome. 
Governor Engler, my friend, thank you, sir, 
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for that kind introduction, and my congratu- 
lations to you for trying to bring fiscal sanity 
to this wonderful State. And it’s a great pleas- 
ure to be met by your Texas wife, Michelle, 
who’s with us today. And also it’s a great 
pleasure to see another old friend, a great 
leader of the State of Michigan, Lieutenant 
Governor Connie Binsfeld, who was out 
there at the airport, too. Thank you for being 
there. Mike Guido, the mayor, is with us. 
I salute him. And one last thank-you to Jerry 
Warren, a former banker and now the mir- 
acle worker that can produce such a fantastic 
crowd on such short notice. Now, Jerry, if 
you want to go into the banking business 
again—[laughter]|—there may be an opening 
in Washington, DC, on Capitol Hill. I think 
this guy could do it. 

It’s a pleasure to be back before this out- 
standing group. And 4 short days from now, 
Michigan faces a choice, and you'll make a 
decision that will really shape the way this 
country copes with the big issues, the issues 
that shape the world and the values close to 
home. And I am talking about jobs. I’m talk- 
ing about family. And I’m talking about world 
peace for ourselves and also for our children. 

Right now, the most important issue facing 
Michigan and this country is clearly the econ- 
omy. It’s my number one priority, jobs. Man- 
ufacturing—you know it perhaps better than 
most—has been the greatest generator of 
good jobs in American history. Take a look 
at the auto industry. I’m speaking not simply 
about the jobs created in the industry itself 
but the thousands upon thousands of jobs in 
supplier and spinoff businesses. Manufactur- 
ing is and always will be a basic strength of 
this country’s economy. No nation will ever 
lead the world without a strong manufactur- 
ing base. 

Fifty years ago, this great State of Michi- 
gan earned the proud title of Arsenal of De- 
mocracy. Industries centered here had no 
peers and practically no competitors any- 
where on the planet. And yes, today things 
are different. Michigan’s manufacturers are 
not just competing with a few outgunned ad- 
versaries. They are up against tough, hard- 
nosed competitors in practically every devel- 
oped country. Today, the new reality is sim- 
ply this: If we want to succeed economically 
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at home, we have got to compete economi- 
cally abroad. 

All we seem to hear on the news is gloom 
and doom. But let’s not overlook some of 
the fundamentals that prove that we are 
poised, not there yet, but poised for a na- 
tional recovery. Interest rates are lower now 
than at any point in the past 10 years. The 
prime rate is now 6.5 percent. Inflation, most 
would agree, is under control. Monthly retail 
sales are up 1.3 percent in February, on top 
of a 2.1-percent rise in January. And then 
you know the story on housing starts; they’re 
up 5.5 percent since December. 

And for all our troubles, America is still 
the world’s dominant economy, the one mar- 
ket other countries want to crack, the econ- 
omy producing goods in demand in every 
country, every corner of the world. 

Right now, nationwide, we’re in the midst 
of a record export boom, one that’s driven 
the trade deficit down 35 percent in the past 
year alone. And American exports have a 
bled, doubled since 1985. Not only do we 
export more than any other country, but 
we've been gaining ground, not losing it, to 
our competitors. 

And I fully realize this has not always been 
true for our auto industry, but these are fun- 
damentals that we can build on, the raw ma- 
terial, if you will, to manufacture the solid, 
strong recovery that I am confident we will 
see. 

It looks different here in Detriot. Michi- 
gan’s been through some extraordinarily 
tough times. And there’s no sense pretending 
that things are better than they are. But 
there’s also no sense underestimating our 
strengths and exaggerating our weaknesses. 
The simple fact is, we face a future with both 
challenges and opportunities. 

In the past years, the United States has 
helped bring about change that has reshaped 
our world for the better. We’re the country 
that won the cold war, that drew a line on 
the sand and drove a dictator out of Kuwait. 
And we are the country that made sacrifices 
for freedom in four corners of the world. And 
because we did, right here at home, our chil- 
dren are less fearful of the threat of nuclear 
war, and they sleep much more safely. 

And yes, American leadership has changed 
the world, and now what I want to do is use 
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that same leadership to change America. I 
don’t think there’s anyone in this room who 
doesn’t believe that the key to America’s eco- 
nomic future is our ability to lead, to succeed 
in the world economically as we have politi- 
cally. And that’s what my economic plan is 
all about. 

Back in January, 45 days ago today, I sent 
Congress a specific short-term action plan to 
stimulate this economy, to spark a recovery 
as early as this spring, a recovery that would 
increase auto sales and create jobs. And when 
I sent that plan to Capitol Hill, I set a dead- 
line: one short week from now, March 20th, 
almost 2 months from the day I challenged 
the Congress. 

And you know the story. Congress barely 
gave my plan a glance before they got busy 
on their own agenda: 90 billion dollar tax in- 
crease that will threaten our recovery and 
cost us jobs. Any economist worth his salt 
will tell you the last thing this economy needs 
is a massive tax increase. And you can count 
on this: If the Democrats send me that plan, 
they can get ready for a veto the minute it 
hits my desk. I am not going to accept it. 

I believe that my plan—I’m convinced of 
it, and I’ve talked to lots of business people 
and lots of economists—I am convinced my 
plan will make America more competitive. 
It includes seven things that we’ve got to ac- 
complish to ensure a strong market for 
America and for the automotive industry. 

We've got to reduce Government spend- 
ing and draw the line against new taxes. Defi- 
cit spending dries up sources of savings the 
private sector must have to invest, to grow, 
and to create new jobs. And there’s only one 
protection the taxpayer has against uncon- 
trolled, what we call discretionary spending 
in Washington: those spending caps that we 
got enacted a year and a half ago. That’s the 
only protection the taxpayer has. 

And guess what? You’re right. The Con- 
gress wants to get rid of those spending caps 
now and go back to the days of unchecked 
spending. And I am not going to let that hap- 
pen. We've got enough votes to sustain a veto 
to see that that does not happen to the Amer- 
ican taxpayer. 

We've got to put an end to excessive Gov- 
ernment regulation. Our companies can’t 
compete if the Government chokes them off 
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in redtape. And we've got to stop counter- 
productive regulations that cripple your free- 
dom of action and cost this country jobs. So 
I’ve ordered a 90-day review of all new regu- 
lations with this aim in mind; whatever con- 
tributes to economic growth goes forward, 
and whatever stifles growth gets scrapped. 

We're at midpoint in that review. But even 
now, you can see results. The sheer volume 
of new rules and regulations is down to 25 
a week, from 6 times that amount just a year 
ago. That’s progress. Already we've an- 
nounced regulatory relief to benefit sectors 
of our economy from biotech to energy. And 
we're looking now for creative, new ways to 
use regulations to clean up our environment, 
using market forces where possible. 

Times have changed since the day nearly 
two decades ago when CAFE standards came 
into existence. And we now know that CAFE 
can cost a lot of jobs and even lives on the 
highway. And right now, through my Depart- 
ment of Transportation, I’ve been workin 
with the auto industry and the UAW to fight 
irresponsible legislation. And I will not sign 
CAFE legislation that will destroy the auto 
industry and cost American jobs. 

We will take several regulatory steps af- 
fecting the auto industry in the near future. 
There is one that I want to announce today. 
For some time, the EPA has been consider- 
ing a requirement to order that all new cars 
be equipped with these on board canisters 
to catch and contain fumes coming from the 
gas pump. As a result of our regulatory re- 
view, we have decided against such a rule. 
The Department of Transportation deter- 
mined that on board canisters pose a real risk 
to safety, a risk we simply cannot impose on 
American drivers. 

If we want to make America more com- 
petitive, we’ve got to move forward on civil 
justice reform as well. Too many businesses 
can’t start up or keep going because too many 
lawyers and too many lawsuits get in the way, 
18 million lawsuits every year alone. Right 
here in Detroit, there are business men and 
women ready to expand, ready to hire new 
workers, stopped cold by the fear of litiga- 
tion. All told, when you add in indirect ex- 
penses, lawsuits cost this economy $300 bil- 
lion a year. And it’s time for reform, time 
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to replace the explosion of mindless litigation 
with a little common sense. 

I have called on the Congress to pass re- 
form in this area. It’s a crime when you have 
people that don’t dare coach Little League 
baseball because they're afraid they're going 
to get sued or doctors unwilling to deliver 
babies because they’re afraid they're going 
to get some malicious malpractice suit filed 
against them. 

I know the business people here would 
agree with this one, but we've got to keep 
our Nation on the cutting edge of new tech- 
nologies. That’s why I’ve proposed record 
Federal funding for R&D, research and de- 
velopment. It’s why we back initiatives like 
one I signed at the White House last October 
to create a battery consortium to pioneer a 
new generation of electric cars. And in the 
global competition, it’s going to come down 
to this: The best way to master new markets 
is to make them. 

And if we want to be more competitive, 
we have got to encourage investment. That’s 
why I've called on Congress to pass my in- 
vestment tax allowance, speed up the front- 
end depreciation so people can buy capital 
equipment and write it off faster. And addi- 
tionally, Congress ought to cut the tax on 
capital gains so we can compete with foreign 
interest. But political demagogs call that a 
tax break for the rich. Let me tell you some- 
thing, you know what it is in Japan and Ger- 
many? Zero percent and one percent. And 
we're up there in the stratosphere some- 
where. 

We have got to provide our children, in 
addition, with a 2lst-century education, 
today. And we won't have a first-class econ- 
omy with second-rate schools. To have the 
best economy, you have to have the best edu- 
cated work force. And that’s the idea behind 
our wonderful program known as America 
2000, America 2000 strategy, our plan to rev- 
olutionize, to literally reinvent America’s 
schools. 

And finally, we’ve got to work to open mar- 
kets around the world to American goods. 
Earlier this year, some of the people here 
today went with me to Japan. And we all took 
a little grief, a little flak in the press for that 
trip. But the fact is, that trip laid down a 
marker. The business community is begin- 


Mar. 13 / Administration of George Bush, 1992 


~~ to understand this. It signaled to our 
trade partners that I am very serious about 
free and fair trade. Level the playing field, 
and American workers and American busi- 
ness can compete with anyone. And we'll 
keep pushing to open markets that for too 
long have been closed to quality American 
goods. 

We've already seen a payoff: new markets 
for America in Japan’s computer, glass, and 
paper market, all as a direct result of that 
trip. And American access to the Japanese 
Government mainframe computer market 
alone could mean an additional $5.5 billion 
in computer sales. 

And we've seen positive steps in the auto- 
motive industry as well; not everything we 
want, but we’ve seen positive steps. Japan’s 
auto industry intends to purchase an addi- 
tional $10 billion worth of U.S. auto parts 
by 1994. And the benefits won’t simply flow 
to the Big Three. Detroit Center Tool re- 
ports that its sales in Japan will jump 500 
percent this year alone to $30 million. 

And that trip was the beginning of an im- 
portant process that we are going to con- 
tinue, opening markets around the world. 
And that also means, in my view, a successful 
conclusion to the Uruguay round, GATT 
round. It’s absolutely essential that we open 
markets, reduce these barriers. 

So far today, I’ve talked about my plan, 
my plan to get the economy growing again 
and to get this country ready for the chal- 
lenges of a new century. So let me repeat, 
here’s what I'll do, and give it to you straight: 
I will veto mandates that pass the buck to 
business and hurt competitiveness. I will veto 
job-destroying tax increases and fight for job- 
creating incentives. And I will fight to open 
markets around the world to American prod- 
ucts. And I will fight against the forces of 
isolationism who want us to turn our back 
and run away from the future. 

That’s some of what I can do. And here’s 
what you in the business community must 
do. But if we’re going to work together to 
make America more competitive, you've got 
to continue your commitment to train and 
retrain your workers, give them the skills 
they'll need to cope with a changing work- 
place. And to help workers adjust to new eco- 
nomic conditions, Government can help, too. 
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For example, last week a Department of 
Labor task force was here with the rep- 
resentatives of the UAW and GM on just that 
issue. Also, you’ve got to continue to build 
on recent progress that has labor and man- 
agement working as allies, not adversaries. 
No company can compete when it is a war 
within itself. And you've got to fight for for- 
eign markets, make the commitment for the 
long haul. 

I, a long time ago—and I hate to bring 
it up in a room of successful business people, 
like the one that’s here today—but was in 
a business, started the small business. And 
I think I know what it’s like. I do know what 
it’s like to sweat to make a payroll, to run 
risks, to succeed, and to overcome setbacks, 
too. And we all know how to measure per- 
formance. Performance is measured by per- 
formance improved: people back at work, as- 
sembly lines up and running, putting out a 
superior product, and bringing in a profit. 

I want to close today, before taking a cou- 
ple of questions here, by saying, I know when 
I decided to come here I was going to a great 
city—been here many times; I’ve been privi- 
leged to be your guest at the Economic Club 
several times—going to a State that’s experi- 
enced hard times. But I came here for that 
very reason: to look you in the eye, and to 
tell you what we are going to do to turn this 
economy around. And I have too much re- 
spect for the people in this room, too much 
respect for the men and women who work 
the assembly lines, to expect you to settle 
for anything short of the truth. 

And yes, we’re in an election year. We're 
in a highly partisan, shrill, not overly pleasant 
election year. And when the rhetoric heats 
up, it gets tough separating the fact from the 
fiction. Well, I can tell you this: All the quick- 
fix schemes in the world will not get us where 
we want to go. Some of them have wonderful 
political appeal, but they’re not going to get 
us where we want to go. And the plan that 
I’ve laid out today will help America take on 
the toughest competition and win. 

And so, let’s not wring our hands, try to 
run away from a challenge. We've never done 
that. Let’s do what America always does 
when challenge comes our way: Let’s change 
America for the better. If we can install our- 
selves through action and principle as the un- 
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disputed leader of the free world, a leader 
with newfound credibility around the world, 
we can do the same thing here at home. 

So I ask you to join me in this challenge. 
Join me in supporting these objectives I have 
spelled out, and we can and will change 
America and help the lives of every single 
American worker and business person in this 
country. 

Thank you very much. And may God bless 
our wonderful country. Thank you. 

Governor Engler.Thank you very much, 
Mr. President, for that wonderful address 
and that economic plan for our country. And 
now we have some specific questions that 
have been submitted by members of the De- 
troit Economic Club and some special guests. 
The first one actually—I’m sure that Chris 
McAllister from J.R. King Elementary 
School, who says “grade six” at the bottom 
of the card is not a member, but may be 
a guest here today. And he asks a question 
that’s on the minds of a lot of people: Presi- 
dent Bush, why did you choose a Texas plant 
over Willow Run? 

The President. Let me take that question 
very seriously because—and I am reluctant 
to make it this definitive. I was told today, 
I hadn’t seen it because I don’t read too 
much of what Senator Riegle says, but— 
[(laughter|—I was told today—I’m very seri- 
ous about this because this a challenge to 
my integrity as President of the United 
States, and when it gets on that basis I take 
it seriously. And I was told by the Governor 
and I was told by a Congressman that I was 
accused by that Senator of intervening in the 
GM process, the private sector process. And 
I’m standing here to tell you with everything 
I can muster that I made no such interven- 
tion. And I take it as a direct attack on my 
character to have a United States Senator say 
that. It is a bald-faced lie. And Bob Stempel 
is right when he said it is. 

That sixth grader is on to something. 
[Laughter] 

Governor Engler. The UAW, AFL-CIO 
is actively working against your reelection. 
With times as tough as they are right now, 
what chance do you see of winning the rank- 
and-file worker in a State like Michigan? 

The President. Well, I saw the UAW 
seems to be supporting Jerry Brown. That 
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may not be accurate; I don’t know. Look, 
one, there’s time for politics; two, there’s 
time for trying to lead this country. These 
are good people. Their families are hurting. 
Some have a job today, not sure they'll have 
it tomorrow. And so my answer to them is, 
I want to change this economy. 

And I tried to spell out here today, and 
I hope some of them heard it, a program, 
a seven-point incentive program plus a 
broader program that will, indeed, get this 
economy moving now and stimulate it, and 
then we'll also be sure that we are competi- 
tive into the future. 

So I would like to address myself—I know 
that the unions early on decided they were 
going to support somebody else for Presi- 
dent. But for me, this transents a political 
endorsement or political opposition. We have 
got to get the economy moving. There’s a 
lot of families that are hurting out there, and 
I think what I’ve proposed here today is the 
answer. 

Governor Engler. As a businessman run- 
ning a 60-employee family company, I must 
run a tight ship in order to survive in a dif- 
ficult economy. What can be done to see that 
our Federal Government begins now to re- 
duce America’s $2 trillion debt so we can 
enjoy a a economy in the coming 
years? That’s from David Keller, and related 
to that is another card that has a question: 
What is the status of the line-item veto? 

The President. The debt is an enormous 
worry. And for those who live and die by 
polls, really for the first time, the deficit and 
debt is about number one, I believe it is 
number one in the polls. I’ll give you an ex- 
ample of what we’re trying to do with it. One, 
I’m going to try to keep the caps on discre- 
tionary domestic s as. Ao Government is 
too big, and it et too much. 

And right now I’m in a big fight in the 
Congress. The 1990 budget agreement did 
place caps on all discretionary spending. It 
did not touch the part of the budget that’s 
growing the fastest, the entitlements, but it 
did put a cap on domestic spending. And now 
the Democrats in Congress, not all of them, 
thank heavens—are trying to remove the 
caps. They're saying this: “We can take de- 
fense cuts now,” and I’ve proposed $50 bil- 
lion, and some of them are saying, “Oh, we 
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can do more. We'll take $150 billion.” And 
that would cut right into the muscle of our 
defense and make us unable to respond to 
any eventuality around the world. But they're 
trying now to say, we're going to take that 
defense spending and spend it, defense 
money and spending it. 

And I’m saying, no, we’re going to keep 
up what they call the firewalls, the dif- 
ferent—the caps between, on defense and 
the caps on other domestic spending. And 
when we cut defense by the $50 billion I 
recommend, we wil! use that to reduce the 
Federal deficit. 

And I’m in a whale of a fight in the Con- 
gress to do just that. And that is small com- 
pared to the overall size of the deficit, but 
it is a beginning. And again, I need your help 
because we are outnumbered in a fight like 
this. It is too easy in an election year to prom- 
ise some new Government spending pro- 
gram. And I have got to fight it. I have got 
to keep the caps on and I’ve got to apply 
the reductions in defense spending to this 
deficit to show the American people that we 
are concerned and we don’t want to continue 
mortgaging the future of our young people. 

Governor Engler. We have time for 
about three more questions according to the 
watch I was given. So President Bush—this 
is sort of like the old “Ask George Bush” 
program that I remember from the Vice 
President’s days—President Bush, do you 
have any plans for changing antitrust laws to 
enable a closer relationship between Govern- 
ment, business, and labor? 

The President. There’s a review going on, 
and I don’t know how it’s going to come out. 
We have tried to lighten up on this concept 
that was overly restrictive on antitrust, where 
businesses couldn’t even talk to each other 
for fear of antitrust attacks on them when 
they were trying to improve things generally 
in the community, for example. 

I can’t give you a definitive answer as to 
how that comes out. I do think we’ve got 
a ways to go before we can certify that the 
antitrust laws are not excessively burden- 
some; they are excessively burdensome. And 
I think by still protecting against monopoly 
and against conspiracies so prices go up, 
there’s a way that we can go to lighten up 
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on antitrust and to be sure that these laws 
do not set us back from competition abroad. 

You know and I know that many people 
in foreign competition target industries. They 
get together. They have what you call finan- 
cial centralized planning. We don’t do that 
in this country, but I think we’ve leaned too 
far the other way when it comes to the tight- 
ness of antitrust. So we’re taking a hard look 
on it, and I hope we can still protect against 
monopolistic practice and still lighten up so 
that we can be much more competitive 
around the world. 

Governor Engler. Fearing the loss of 
jobs, big labor opposes the proposed free 
trade agreement with Mexico. Why do you 
feel the agreement will be beneficial to the 
United States? 

The President. In the first place, I am 
absolutely convinced, absolutely convinced 
that in passing the NAFTA, the free trade 
agreement with Mexico, we call it the North 
American free trade agreement, it will create 
more jobs. I’m convinced that it’s good for 
the environment. I believe a more pros- 
perous Mexico, and there’s going to be pros- 
perity on both sides if we can get the proper 
kind of agreement, will be able to address 
itself to these environmental problems. I be- 
lieve a more prosperous Mexico will be an 
even better market for U.S. goods. 

And so, I do not accept the wisdom of 
some that says that a free trade agreement 
is going to result simply in an export of jobs. 
It is not going to do that. And I believe that 
we ought to keep pressing for it. I don’t care 
what the politics of it are; I think it is best. 

And I want to do exactly the same thing 
this NAFTA, this North American free trade 
agreement—I want to do exactly the same 
thing with the successful conclusion of the 
Uruguay round. And Michigan has a lot of 
agriculture. And I believe that if we are suc- 
cessful, we will be opening up all kinds of 
markets abroad for agriculture. I think we 
can do better in property rights. 

And so we have two major initiatives in 
international trade. One is the NAFTA, 
which is mainly with Mexico and Canada, of 
course, and then I want to follow it with 
opening trade south of there. And secondly 
is the Uruguay round. 


475 


And the other point I want to make on 
this hemisphere is this. We look at the 
changes that have taken place in the former 
Soviet Union. And we look at the changes 
that are taking place in Africa, for example, 
South Africa and Zambia. But sometimes we 
don’t look into our own front yard, the excit- 
ing markets of Latin America. And there, 
take a look at what’s happened: Military dic- 
tatorships have given away to democracies. 
Communist regimes, a la Nicaragua, have 
given away to democracies. And there’s only 
one holdout against democracy in this hemi- 
sphere really, except for the problems in 
Haiti. It’s Cuba. It is Cuba. And democracy 
is on the move. 

And what I want to do is help find ways 
to strengthen those economies so they can 
be not only perfecting their democracies but 
be better markets for American goods and 
services. And it is an exciting message down 
there. We are doing a first-class job on work- 
ing with these Latin American, South Amer- 
ican countries. And we ought not to neglect 
it. 

And while saying neglect, let me add this 
point—too long an answer to a very simple 
question—but it has been suggested that I 
turn my attention away from national security 
matters and foreign affairs. I don’t think a 
President should do that. I think it’s impor- 
tant to find the right balance between doing 
something for the domestic economy but rec- 
ognizing that it’s only the United States of 
America that can lead this free world. And 
I am not going to neglect my responsibilities 
overseas, but I darn sure am going to pay 
as much attention as it requires to get this 
economy moving. 

Governor Engler. This is another ques- 
tion from a youngster, Calvin Paines, I be- 
lieve the name is, from J.R. King School in 
Detroit: Will their be jobs for black children 
in the future? 

The President. 1 hope there will, and I 
think there will. And one of the reasons I’m 
so excited about America 2000, in which 
many of the business people I see sitting in 
this room are already assisting, is that our 
education program will result in just that 
kind of opportunity. 

I met with some people from the National 
League of Cities, and one of the things that 
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concerned this—this is a little addition to this 
guy’s question—they told me, the mayors 
from big cities, small cities, Democrats, Re- 
publicans, liberal, conservative, “The thing 
that concerns us the most about the urban 
problems is the decline in the American fam- 
ily.” 

We have appointed a Commission led by 
Governor Ashcroft and former Mayor Strauss 
of Dallas to figure out what we can do, what 
legislation is diminishing the family. And un- 
derlying it all is the need for more education. 
And so I would say to this sixth grader, I 
think you’ve got a whale of an opportunity. 

And let me say this also: I have been dis- 
turbed by kind of an ugliness out there. 
When things get tough, one person loses his 
job to another, people are uncertain about 
the future. They've lost confidence in the 
country, maybe in the President, certainly in 
the Congress, I think, too. But nevertheless, 
when that happens somehow an ugliness 
crops up. And let me say this: Let’s leave 
this politics aside. Bigotry and discrimination 
and anti-Semitism have absolutely no place 
in America. And I’m going to continue to 
stand up for that principle. 

Governor Engler. I have in my hands the 
last question. I was going to ask this one first, 
but it’s unsigned. It starts out, Governor John 
Engler has done a heroic job—{laughter]|— 
and it goes on. It could stop there but, no, 
Governor John Engler’s done a heroic job 
working to stimulate growth in Michigan’s 
economy by sponsoring the cut-in-cap plan 
for property tax relief. What can be done at 
the Federal level that would have similar im- 
pact to Michigan’s cut-in-cap? And that will 
be the last question, Mr. President. 

The President. Well, give me another one 
because I think I answered it. I hope I an- 
swered it in my remarks. And so it’s not fair 
to take you over that turf again, so I'll take 
one more. 

I believe the best thing we can do is to 
incentivize this economy. Control the Gov- 
ernment spending as best one can; that 
means sometimes vetoing legislation; lighten 
up on the regulatory front; and then, in a 
longer vein, more, better education. And I 
think that’s the answer to this economy. 

But give me one more because that’s not 
fair. Maybe it’s not. 
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Governor Engler. I just like the question 
a lot. [Laughter] We'll get to one more here. 

The President. What about the one that 
says Engler’s screwing it up, we’re not going 
to—[laughter]. 

Governor Engler. Passed over that one 
right away. [Laughter] 

We'll end on a political question here. As- 
suming you will be nominated, overall, do 
you think Pat Buchanan’s campaign efforts 
will hurt the Republican Party chances in 
November? 

The President. My answer to that ques- 
tion is, no. I am going to continue to try to 
run what I hope has been a high-level cam- 
paign. And I’m going to try to keep focusing 
on the issues. I'll say this, because it’s not 
easy to find a balance in a competitive elec- 
tion year between how much time you devote 
to the campaign trail, how much time you 
spend in the Oval Office trying to help peo- 
ple and trying to solve the problems of this 
country. 

Last week on Super Tuesday, we had eight 
States. And I felt I should at least make an 
appearance in each of the eight States so it 
didn’t look like I was taking something for 
granted, turning my back on the people 
whose votes were very, very important in 
those States. And so I went to one, and I 
think some drew the conclusion from that, 
that was a little frenetic. 

Super Tuesday was very, very good to me. 
And we will now have our primary here and 
in Illinois on Tuesday. I think that we’ve 
found the right balance. I think in terms of 
a primary challenge, the thing I must do is 
not get after the opponent. Let him chart 
his course, make up his decision on what to 
do. And let me now spend much more 
time—Super Tuesday out the way; Michigan 
and Illinois by Tuesday—in trying to get 
these things done that I have outlined here. 

And then we’re going to be interacting 
overseas. Of course, Yeltsin’s coming here; 
Helmut Kohl, I think, will be here next week- 
end. And there’s a lot of things of this nature 
that I must attend to. 

And so I can’t fault somebody for challeng- 
ing me. I feel very, very confident about win- 
ning this primary. But I think now I’ve got 
the proper balance as to how much—and it 
wouldn’t help a bit to try to assess for you 
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the opposition. That’s what the elections are 
about. 


But I know these are nonpolitical gather- 
ings, but if you’re a Republican, please vote 
for me on Tuesday. 


Thank you very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 12:50 p.m. in 
the Grand Manor Ballroom at Fairlane 
Manor. In his remarks, he referred to Jerry 
Warren, president of the Economic Club of 
Detroit, and Robert C. Stempel, president 
and chief operating officer of General Motors 
Corp. 





Points of Light Recognition Program 





The President named the following individ- 
uals and institutions as exemplars of his com- 
mitment to making community service 
central to the life and work of every Amer- 
ican. 





March 7 


Volunteers of Sojourners’ Place, Inc., of Wil- 
mington, DE 


March 9 
Barbara Tschetter, of Huron, SD 


March 10 


Volunteers of Parents Anonymous, of Buffalo 
and Erie County, NY 


March 11 
Penny and Chuck Hauer, of Conner, MT 


March 12 

Volunteers of the Desert Chapter of the Bran- 
deis University National Women’s Commit- 
tee, of Palm Springs, CA 

March 13 

Jenny Richardson, of Portland, OR 





— of Other 


ite House Announcements 





The following list includes the President's 
public schedule and other items of general 
interest announced by the Office of the Press 
Secretary and not included elsewhere in this 
issue. 





March 7 

In the morning, the President and Mrs. 
Bush traveled to Montgomery, AL, where 
they attended a bass fishing tournament. 

In the afternoon, they returned to An- 
drews Air Force Base, MD, and then went 
to Camp David, MD. 


March 9 

In the morning, the President and Mrs. 
Bush returned to the White House from 
Camp David, MD. 

The President met at the White House 
with: 

—the Vice President; Samuel K. Skinner, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—Samuel K. Skinner. 

Later, the President had a domestic brief- 
ing in the Oval Office. Following the brief- 
ing, he met with: 

—leaders of Veterans of Foreign Wars, 
Disabled American Veterans, and the 
American Legion; 

—Secretary of the Treasury Nicholas F. 
Brady. 

In the afternoon, the President had a tele- 
phone conversation with Gov. Bob Miller of 
Nevada to kick off Nevada 2000. 

In the afternoon, the President met in the 
Roosevelt Room with members of the Na- 
tional Republican Senatorial and Congres- 
sional Committees to discuss the President’s 
Dinner, a joint fundraising event. 

The President announced his intention to 
designate the following individuals to the Ar- 
kansas-Oklahoma Arkansas River Compact 
Commission: 


United States Commissioner: 


Ronald N. Fuller, of Arkansas. He would succeed 
J.J. Vigneault III. He will serve as Chairman. 
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Currently Mr. Fuller serves as president of 
Fuller Enterprises in Little Rock, AR. 


United States Alternate Commissioner: 


Joe M. Allbaugh, of Oklahoma. He would suc- 
ceed Baren Healey. Currently Mr. Allbaugh 
serves as deputy secretary of transportation with 
the Oklahoma Department of Transportation in 
Oklahoma City, OK. 


The President announced his intention to 
appoint the following individuals to be mem- 
bers of the Cultural Property Advisory Com- 
mittee for terms expiring April 25, 1994: 


Michael Ward, of New York. He would succeed 
Glenn C. Randall. Since 1983, Dr. Ward has 
served as founder and director of Michael 
Ward, Inc., in New York, NY. 


James McCredie, of New Jersey. He would suc- 
ceed Thomas K. Seligman. Currently Dr. 
McCredie serves as director of the Institute of 
Fine Arts in New York, NY. 


The President announced his intention to 
appoint the following individuals to be mem- 
bers of the United States Holocaust Memo- 
rial Council: 


Steven E. Some, of Maryland, for a term expiring 
January 15, 1995. He would succeed Laurence 
A. Tisch. Currently Mr. Some serves as presi- 
dent of Steven E. Some Associates in Washing- 
ton, DC. 


Dalck Feith, of Pennsylvania, for a term expiring 
January 15, 1996. This is a reappointment. Dr. 


Feith is the owner of Dalco Manufacturing Co. 
and Lansdale Fisheries, Inc., in Lansdale, PA. 


March 10 

The President met at the White House 

with: 

—the Vice President; Samuel K. Skinner, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—Samuel K. Skinner; 

—Rabbi Abraham Shapiro of Israel; 

—the Vice President, for lunch; 

—select Members of Congress. 


The President selected the following indi- 
viduals to represent him at the Mauritian Re- 
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public Day ceremonies on March 12 in Mau- 
ritius. 

Head of Delegation: 

Laurie Firestone 

Delegates: 


Ambassador Penne Korth 
Margaret Bush 


The President announced his intention to 
appoint Nien Yuan Yao Cheng, of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, to be a member of the 
Commission on Broadcasting to the People’s 
Republic of China. This is a new position. 
Currently Ms. Cheng is an author. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint the following individuals to be mem- 
bers of the Commission on the Assignment 
of Women in the Armed Forces. These are 
new positions: 

Robert T. Herres, of Texas. Upon appointment, 
he will be designated Chairman. Currently 
General Herres serves as vice chairman and 
chief operating officer for insurance and infor- 
mation services for USAA Insurance in San An- 
tonio, TX. 

Mary E. Clarke, of Alabama. Currently Major 
General Clarke serves as Chairman of the Advi- 
sory Committee on Women Veterans at the 
Veterans Administration. 

Samuel G. Cockerham, of Virginia. Currently 
Brigadier General Cockerham serves as a con- 
sultant for defense, aviation, and strategic mo- 
bility systems in Alexandria, VA. 

Elaine Donnelly, of Michigan. Currently Ms. 
Donnelly serves as executive director of the Co- 
alition of Military Readiness in Livonia, MI. 

Thomas V. Draude, of Illinois. Currently Briga- 
dier General Draude serves as Director of Pub- 
lic Affairs at the Marine Corps Headquarters 
in Washington, DC. 

Mary M. Finch, of Arizona. Currently Captain 
Finch is a tactical officer at the U.S. Military 
Academy, West Point, NY. 

William Darryl Henderson, of California. Dr. 
Henderson most recently served as Com- 
mander of the United States Army Research 
Institute in Washington, DC. 

James R. Hogg, of Virginia. Currently Mr. Hogg 
serves as president and chief executive officer 
of the National Security Industrial Association 
in Washington, DC. 

Newton Minow, of Illinois. Currently Mr. Minow 
serves as a counsel with the law firm of Sidley 
and Austin in Chicago, IL. 
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Charles C. Moskos, of Illinois. Currently Dr. 
Moskos serves as a professor of sociology at 
Northwestern University in Evanston, IL. 

Meredith Ann Neizer, of Texas. Currently Ms. 
Neizer serves as systems development trainer 
of Sealand Services, Inc., in Farmers Branch, 
TX. 

Kate Walsh O’Beirne, of Virginia. Currently Ms. 
O’Beirne serves as vice president of Govern- 
ment Relations for the Heritage Foundation in 
Washington, DC. 

Ronald D. Ray, of Kentucky. Currently Mr. Ray 
is an attorney at law for the firm of Ronald D. 
Ray, Counsellors at Law in Louisville, KY. 

Maxwell R. Thurman, of Virginia. From 1989 
to 1990, General Thurman served as Com- 
mander in Chief of the U.S. Southern Com- 
mand in Quarry Heights, Panama. 

Sarah F. White, of Virginia. Currently Ms. White 
serves as executive assistant to the Science Ap- 
plications International Corp. in McLean, VA. 


March 11 

The President met at the White House 
with: 

—the Vice President; Samuel K. Skinner, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—select Members of Congress; 

—Samuel K. Skinner. 

In the afternoon, in a ceremony on the 
State Floor, the President received dip- 
lomatic credentials from Ambassadors Syeda 
Abida Hussain of Pakistan, Anatol Dinbergs 
of Latvia, Stasys Lozoraitis of Lithuania, Pita 
Kewa Nacuva of Fiji, Noureddine Yazid 
Zerhouni of Algeria, and Vladimir Petrovich 
Lukin of Russia. 

The White House announced that Presi- 
dent Bush invited President Richard von 
Weizsicker of the Federal Republic of Ger- 
many to visit the United States from April 
28 to May 3. President von Weizsicker will 
visit the White House on April 29. 

The President announced that the fol- 
lowing individuals will represent him at the 
36th session of the Commission on the Status 
of Women in Vienna, Austria, March 11-20: 


Head of Delegation: 


Ambassador Judy McLennan. Currently Am- 
bassador McLennan is the United States Rep- 
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resentative to the United Nations on the Status 
of Women. 


Members of the Delegation: 


Gwendolyn Boeke. Currently Ms. Boeke serves 
as a Republican national committeewoman 
from Iowa. 

Patricia Harrison. Currently Ms. Harrison 
serves as a partner with the E. Bruce Harrison 
Co. and as president of the National Women’s 
Economic Alliance. 

Elsie Vartanian. Currently Ms. Vartanian serves 
as Director of the Women’s Bureau at the U.S. 
Department of Labor in Washington, DC. 

Gwendolyn King. Currently Ms. King serves as 
Administrator of the Social Security Adminis- 
tration. 


The President announced his intention to 
appoint William R. Neale, of Indiana, to be 
a member of the Council of the Administra- 
tive Conference of the United States for a 
term of 3 years. He would succeed Edward 
L. Weidenfeld. Currently Mr. Neale serves 
as a partner with the law firm of Krieg 
Devault Alexander & Capehart in Indianap- 
olis, IN. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint George H. Walker IV, of Missouri, 
to be a member of the Commission on Presi- 
dential Scholars. He would succeed Betty L. 
Holmes. Currently Mr. Walker serves as an 
associate with the Palmer Group in Philadel- 
phia, PA. 

The President appointed David R. Clare, 
of Florida, to be a member of the President's 
Drug Advisory Council. He would succeed 
Albert Vincent Casey. From 1976 to 1989, 
Mr. Clare served as president of Johnson & 
Johnson and chairman of the executive com- 
mittee. 


March 12 

In the morning, the President met at the 
White House with: 

—the Vice President; Samuel K. Skinner, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—Samuel K. Skinner. 

Later, the President had a domestic brief- 
ing in the Oval Office. Following the brief- 
ing, he met with: 

—select Members of Congress; 
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—Secretary of State James A. Baker III. 

In the afternoon, the President went to the 
Israeli Embassy to sign the book of condo- 
lences for Menachem Begin. 

In the evening, the President and Mrs. 
Bush attended the National Republican Sen- 
atorial Committee dinner at the Pension 
Building. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint the following individuals to be mem- 
bers of the National Commission on Ameri- 
ca’s Urban Families to serve for the life of 
the Commission. These are new positions: 


John David Ashcroft, of Missouri. He will be 
appointed Chairman. Currently Governor 
Ashcroft serves as the Governor of Missouri. 

Annette Strauss, of Texas. She will be appointed 
Cochairman. From 1987 to 1991, Ms. Strauss 
served as the mayor of Dallas, TX. 

Victor Ashe, of Tennessee. Currently Mr. Ashe 
serves as the mayor of the city of Knoxville, 
TN. 

David Blankenhorn, of New York. Currently Mr. 
Blankenhorn serves as president of the Institute 
for American Values in New York, NY. 

Alphonso Jackson, of Texas. Currently Mr. Jack- 
son serves as the executive director of the Hous- 
ing Authority of the city of Dallas, TX. 

Irene Johnson, of Illinois. Currently Ms. Johnson 
serves as president of LeClaire Courts Resident 
Management Corp. in Chicago, IL. 

Josephine Velazquez, of Florida. Currently Ms. 
Velazquez is involved with the Florida Guardian 
Ad Litem Program and is actively involved as 
chairman of various fundraising projects to ben- 
efit the Children’s Home Society in Miami, FL. 

Bill Wilson, of New York. Currently Mr. Wilson 
is pastor of the Metro Assembly of God in 
Brooklyn, NY. 


The President announced his intention to 
designate J. Michael Farrell, of the District 
of Columbia, to be Chairman of the National 
Commission on Libraries and Information 
Science. Mr. Farrell has been a member of 
the Commission since October 17, 1990. 
Currently he serves as a partner with the law 
firm of Manatt, Phelps, Rothenberg & Phil- 
lips in Washington, DC. 


March 13 

In the morning, the President traveled to 
Kalamazoo, MI, where he toured the Stryker 
Corp. medical manufacturing facility. Later, 
he traveled to Detroit, MI. In the afternoon, 
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the President returned to Andrews Air Force 
Base, MD, and then went to Camp David, 
MD, for the weekend. 





Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 





The following list does not include pro- 
motions of members of the Uniformed Serv- 
ices, nominations to the Service Academies, 
or nominations of Foreign Service officers. 





Submitted March 10 


Federico A. Moreno, 
of Florida, to be U.S. Circuit Judge for the 
Eleventh Circuit vice Paul H. Roney, retired. 


Susan H. Black, 

of Florida, to be U.S. Circuit Judge for the 
Eleventh Circuit vice Thomas A. Clark, re- 
tired. 


I. Lewis Libby, Jr., 

of the District of Columbia, to be Deputy 
Under Secretary of Defense for Policy (new 
position). 


James B. Huff, Sr., 

of Mississippi, to be Administrator of the 
Rural Electrification Administration for a 
term of 10 years, vice Gary C. Byrne, re- 
signed. 


Submitted March 12 


Gregori Lebedev, 
of Virginia, to be Inspector General, Depart- 
ment of Defense, vice Susan J. Crawford. 


Submitted March 13 


Vicki Ann O’Meara, 
of Illinois, to be an Assistant Attorney Gen- 
eral, vice Richard Burleson Stewart, re- 


signed. 


Edward J. Damich, 

of Virginia, to be a Commissioner of the 
Copyright Royalty Tribunal for a term of 7 
years, vice J.C. Argetsinger, term expired. 
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